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Amateur Radio - 


1OTA New Address 


The RSGB has a new address to 
mail Islands on the Air (OTA) program 
inquiries and administrative correspon- 
dence. The RSGB emphasizes this ad- 
dress should not be used for QSL check- 


ing or IOTA award applications. The . 


address is: RSGB IOTA Programme, PO 
Box 9, Potters Bar, Herts EN6 3RH, En- 
gland. RSGB says all other correspon- 
dence should be directed to the autho- 


rized checkpoints. 


Stamp Collectors 


The Solomon Islands has re- 
leased a set of four postage stamps com- 
memorating 
Marconi—100 
Years of Radio 
Communication. 
The $1.05 stamp 
shows Marconi 
demonstrating 
his invention, c. 
1896. A $1.20 
stamp depicts a 
typical maritime installation of the 
Marconi International Marine Commu- 
nication Company, c. 1900. A $1.35 
stamp depicts the first aeronautical ra- 
dio systems supplied by Marconi to 
commercial aircraft. A $1.45 stamp 
shows Marconi in Japan during his 
1933-34 world tour. The four stamps are 
available on a color first-day cover from 
Peter Taylor, G3BCG, for $6 (checks ac- 
cepted). Write him at 6 Bray Ct, Planta- 
tion Rd, Amersham HP6 6JB, UK. 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR 
VISUALLY 


IMPAIRED 


SKIP is put on tape every 
month for the benefit of the blind or 
visually impaired. These tapes are 


available if requested and postage 
is paid both ways. If you are inter- 
ested in this valuable service, con- 
tact Ms. Desaree Stewart, Library 
for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone 1- 
800-226-6075. 


_ FLORIDA HAMS, FCC | 


CLIP UNLICENSED 


LAWNMOWER MEN 


What started out sounding like 
intermod 
from a lawn 
service 
company on 
a Sarasota, 
Florida, 
Amateur 
Radio re- 
peater 
(W4IE/R, 
146.91 MHz) 
in mid-Feb- 
ruary turned into a three-week-long or- 
deal involving the FCC and a lot of leg- 
work by the Sarasota Amateur Radio As- 
sociation, the repeater’s sponsor. The 
intermod turned out to be bootlegging, 
and club members logged and tran- 
scribed transmissions by several people 
using false call signs—including phone- 
patch calls. 

After about a week, the FCC’s 
Tampa, Florida, office was called in. Ini- 
tially, the FCC was reluctant to deal with 
the problem, but after club officials 
called the FCC’s Wireless Telecommu- 
nications Bureau in Washington, D.C., 
the problem was handled quickly. By 
month’s end, the field engineer-in- 
charge told the Sarasota hams who had 
done the tracking that they would be in 
the area that day. 

On the afternoon of February 27, 
the FCC told the hams that they had 
established a “fingerprint” of the offend- 
ers’ transmitter and—as a bonus—also 
had identified two other individuals who 


_had been making rude noises on the re- 


peater! In the joint effort that ensued, 
FCC field personnel and the Sarasota 
hams physically located and observed 
the perpetrators that same day. That 
evening, FCC personnel called at the 
home of the owner of the lawn service 
whose workers had been using the W4TE 
repeater. The FCC stated the owner was 
“very cooperative,” and several radios 
and the employees involved were 
rounded up. Club members later learned 
that charges were filed against the lawn 
service and the involved employees.— 
KF4DMp, Sarasota Amateur Radio As- 
sociation Amplifier 
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FCC Cuts VECs & 


Coordinators a Break 


Today, the Commission adopted 
an Order under the Telecommunications 


‘Act which would eliminate a filing re- 


quirement imposed on volunteer exam- 
iners and coordinators who administer 
amateur operator examinations. Under 
the Order, 3,500 examiners and coordi- 
nators would no longer be required to 
maintain records of and annually certify 
their out-of-pocket expenses, saving an 
estimated 42,585 hours of their time. 
-FCC, March 1996 


Radio & More Takes 


the 5th 

April 21, 1996, marks the fifth an- 
niversary of the nationally syndicated. 
Ham Radio and More Show, hosted by 
Len Winkler, KB7LPW. The program airs 
live on many stations Sundays at 6 PM 
(Eastern) and features weekly guests, lis- 
tener call-ins, prizes, news and more. The 
guest on the Sunday, March 17, program 


_ will be Steve Elswork of Exotic Research. 


Elswork will discuss HAARP (High-fre- 
quency Active Auroral Research 
Project). Short-wave station WWCR car- 
ries the show live at 5065 kHz, andona 
delayed basis on Mondays, 1000 UTC, 
at 7435 kHz, and on Saturdays, 1700 UTC, 
at 12,160 kHz.—Len Winkler, KB7LPW 


EARS and BARS 

What do EARS and BARS have 
in common? Why they are both recent — 
additions to the list of newsletters that 
SKIP receives each month. 

The SKIP welcomes receipt of the 
Brandon Amateur Radio Society News- 
letter edited by Karl F. Johnson, — 
KD4IVR. Kudos to Karl for a very neat 
and eye catching publication. 

The EARS Newsletter is produced 
by the Englewood Amateur Radio Soci- 
ety under the direction and editorial eye 


of Phyllis Crosby, AD4HK. 
MCARA home page on 


Internet | 
The Martin County Amateur Ra- 
dio Association (MCARA) now has its 
own home page on the Internet. The ad- 
dress for the MCARA Home Page 1s: 
http://www. metrolink.net/~millard/ 
mcara.htm 
Take a look-see. 
-Common Emitter, MCARA 
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NEW! Duel Band HT VHF/UHF IC-17 (Now taking paid orders) 349 


2Meter 3.5 watt HT IC-T22A (In Stock) 


2Meter 50 watt mobile IC-2000(In Stock) $260 


HF 1€-707 LCD/100 Watt /32 mem Lowest Price HF (In Stock) 


MIKES ELECTRONICS 


1001 NW 52 STREET 
FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33309 
(954)491-7110 BROWARD 


(954)491-7011 FAX 


(860)427-3666 ORDER LINE 


E-MAIL spivakm@netrunner.net 
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Computer Conspiracy Tale 

As the March winds threaten to blow me away, so do the winds of change in 
technology. It seems that no sooner do I decide to split with a few bucks for a 
software application, they come out with a new and improved version that for a 
small fee can be upgraded. More often 
than not, the new versions have a couple 
of new buzzers, bells and buttons, but 
for all appearances nothing seems to be 
a whole lot different. I am sure there are 
valid reasons for companies to make 
version changes but it seems that I’m in 
a State of perpetual change and upgrade 
on my computer. 

Somewhere in the back of my little 
brain, a little voice is telling me that I’m 
accumulating a dumpster full of myste- 
riously named files in my Windows di- 
rectory that when challenged by 
Removelt or Cleanup programs, always 
seem to be shared or accessed by other 
applications. I’m actually getting a complex or fetish about these files and suspect 
they have independent reasoning abilities. Some of these files haven’t seen action 
for years, some even show activity on dates before I even owned the computer! 

Just the other day, I decided to “Kevorkian” an application that took 7 
megabytes and was seldom used. It only took a few sniffs of carbon mono’ and 
bingo - the application was gone. Logic tells me that it’s reasonable to assume that 
I now have an additional 7 megabytes of memory on my hard disk. But no, I had an 
additional 19 megabytes which would please the average computer user but gave 
me an instant panic attack. What in hell did I annihilate along with the applica- 
tion? 

After a few hours inspecting every nook and cranny on my computer and 
activating every single Icon I could find, I concluded that nothing was missing. 
Just to savor my new found memory, I looked at it again and found that it now 
indicated 12 meg less and more in line with my original expected number. But 
hey....we ’re throwing megabytes around here like confetti and I still fondly re- 
member my first 20 megabyte hard drive as a repository for information that could 
never be filled in my lifetime. 

Do you suppose that some of those mysterious files possess some form of 
human-like intelligence and enjoy punchin’ my buttons every once in awhile? [fit 
was intended to be some sort of April Fool joke, it came about two weeks early. 
Nevertheless, I’ve begun to talk softly and sweetly to my computer just as I did to 
my philodendrons. They seemed to grow more heartily. Maybe I can grow me some 
memory. 

ger// 
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I have had the occasion to par- 
ticipate in many radio nets as an ama- 
teur radio operator and judging from the 
compilation of nets and their times that 
KB4VOL puts together every month, 
there are a good many more nets in 
which I have not been able to partici- 
pate. 

It’s a safe bet that most of this 
publication’s readership is interested in 
other area nets and their purpose. We 
here at Florida Skip magazine would be 
most interested in a monthly or periodic 
column describing your net and its ac- 
tivities. It is an excellent way to share 
your successes and triumphs with the 
rest of the local and not so local ama- 
teur community, giving recognition to 


the operators that make your net the - 


unique organization that it is. Amateur 
radio is about communication and we 
would certainly enjoy hearing from any 
group involved in communication. 

For phone nets, I can be reached 
at KE4ESV @ N4HHP, or through 
Florida Skip magazine. If your main in- 
terest is other than phone, please refer 
to the appropriate editor listed on the 
magazine masthead of all issues. In the 
meantime, thank you in advance for your 
thoughts and participation. 73/88 Larry, 
KEAESV 


From Rich KA2YZM & Russ 
KC4ZHN - BCEPN: The Broward 
County Emergency Preparedness Net is 
the organization by which amateurs in 
Broward County, under the auspices of 


the combined ARES/RACES organiza- ° 


tion provide communications under 
emergency conditions both in and out 
of our county. The bulk of our commu- 
nication takes place in controlled prac- 
tice sessions during which time pro- 
grams pertaining to emergency pre- 
paredness are presented by members of 
the net. There are occasions when we 
practice our skills out in the community 
by providing communications during 
public events and our participation in 
these events is usually planned on well 
in advance of the event itself. During 
the course of the year, it is not unusual 
for the BCEPN to provide communica- 
tion support for events such as bicycle 
riding events, walkathons, scouting 
events, a county-wide, multiagency, 
government disaster drill and the 
Wnterfest boat parade. The Winterfest 
Boat Parade is one of several boat pa- 
rades that take place in the intra coastal 
waterway and is unique in its operation 
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as it pairs amateur operators with boat 
operators on the waterway to be many 
of the eyes, ears, and voices of the par- 
ticipants and spectators along the pa- 
rade route. While these events are 
staged in the confines of our county, 
we have also traveled out of county as 
CAT teams, or communication assis- 
tance teams, whose purpose is to travel 
to a stricken area outside of our county 
to provide supplemental communication 
as and where needed. We have been 
placed on alert in the past as weather 
phenomena has threatened ours and 
surrounding areas and we have been 
called out to search for lost persons. 
During Section Emergency Tests, we 
have actually deployed and operated 
mobile/portable HF/VHF communica- 
tion stations on Sanibel Island off Lee 
and Collier counties, Boynton Beach in 
Palm Beach County and the Florida Keys, 
in Monroe County. On two section tests, 
our response was such that we were 
able to set up and operate two complete 
stations quite a distance from each other. 
We have set up relay/backup stations 
here in our home county. In future col- 
umns, we will describe in more detail 
specific events in which we have par- 
ticipated in the hope that perhaps other 
agencies may benefit from our experi- 
ences, as well as share in the humor that 
has surfaced during our event partici- 
pation. Likewise, we would welcome 
hearing about events and how they 
worked in the readership area. Please 
address comments, thoughts and inquir- 
ies to Larry, KE4ESV @ N4HHP, or c/o 
Florida Skip Magazine. Until then and 
next time, 73 from the BCEPN. 

From Larry, KE4ESV - FAST Net: 
Hello again everyone. On behalf of the 
FAST net and its members, this is Larry, 
KE4ESV wishing everyone.a happy and 
prosperous spring. The winter season 
has certainly been one for the record 
books, not only for the weather that we 
are still experiencing but also for the 
large degree of traffic that the net has 
passed in its usually efficient and expe- 
dient manner. I’ve sent several personal 
messages to friends and family. It is 
pleasant to hear that they arrived in a 
timely manner. 

. Another encouraging thought is 
that the number of stations who check 
into the net has been increasing steadily. 
While the purpose of the net is prima- 


_ Florida Phone Nets 


Larry McDermott, KE4ESV 


rily for traffic handling, it is to 
everyone’s benefit to have a large par- 
ticipant base from which to work from, 
not only for traffic outlets, but also to 
provide better area coverage during and 
emergency situation. Please encourage 
as many of your friends as you can to 
check into our net as often as they can, 
not only to pass traffic and maintain an 
appropriate level of emergency pre- 
paredness, but to also have fun and 
enjoy themselves. 

As the sunspot cycle continues 
its downward spiral and the spring/sum- 
mer season brings a resurgence of 
storms and static, interference and at- 
mospheric noise are bound to increase, 
which may on occasion make it difficult 
to locate the net control station. Add- 
ing to the dilemma is the fact that sev- 
eral of our NCS are reps from other nets 
and they may be delayed starting the 
net. I would ask everyone to continue 
to use their good judgement in attempt- 
ing to locate the net. I have had to go as 
low as 3932 kHz and as high as 3948 kHz 
in order to avoid interference with exist- 
ing contacts and I appreciate everyone 
taking the time and effort to locate me 
as I call the net to order. Please allow a 
minute or two and informally congre- 
gate before calling the net in the absence 
of the regular net control station, If the 
net has been temporarily relocated toa 
different frequency, it may pay to skip 
the easily heard stations and redirect — 
latecomers to the nets alternate location. 
As always, I welcome everyone’s 
thoughts and comments. You can reach 
me on this net, c/o Florida Skip or by 
packet - KE4ESV @ N4HHP. My heart- 
felt thanks to all of our new and old sta- 
tions for making the FAST net the great 
radio group that it is. We meet daily at 
6:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. eastern time on 
or about 3940 kHz. Sometimes you’ll 
have to look for us but please do, we’d 
really enjoy hearing from you. Until 
then, 73/88. from Larry, KE4ESV. 

From Bob, KC4ZHF - SEFTN 
Asst. Net Manager: SEFTN, a local traf-° 
fic Net, meets daily at 2300Z on the 
Motorola ARC Repeater, 146.19/79 MHz 
with coverage in Dade, Broward and 
Palm Beach Counties. All properly li- 
censed amateurs are welcome. We “spe- 
cialize” in training amateurs to handle 


Continued on page 8 
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Ed Roller, K4IA 
Gator Net 

The February statistics for the 
Gator Net indicate another good month 
thanks to the efforts of the net regulars. 
Total checkins for the month were 199 
and total traffic was 206. Nice to have 
N4EC, WX4H, W3QQ, WV5Zand N4OK 
drop in during the month to join the net 
regulars. I want to thank K4JI, W4VQQ_ 
and W4IYT for the great job they do as 
Net Control Stations and for filling the 
vacant spot left when W4DL went on 
his extended vacation. I mentioned in 
last month’s Gator Net News that Mae 
and Al Burke had numerous health prob- 
lems during the month of January. Now 
I can report that both are much improved 
with W3CUL, Mae’s circulation prob- 
lems in her leg being helped by a “miracle 
drug” prescribed by her doctor. W3 VR, 
Al has the cast off his leg but still is 
having some problems with the leg. 
K4JI, George apparently has his antenna 
fixed since his signal is booming into 
Lakeland now. If any of the net mem- 


Is Your Shack Grounded? 


V8 x 1/2" 
110 Copper 


r Ground It 


Solid Copper Buss Stainless Steel Hardware 
Grounding Stud Every 6 Inches 
Ground all of your equipment chassis’s to a 
single earth ground in one easy installation. 
2 ft. $16.95 3 ft. $21.95 4 ft. $26.95 
$5.00 S&H each + $2.00 additional per buss 


Flexible Rope Wire Straps 
w/Term. Ends, All Solid Copper $2.50 per ft. 
S&H free with buss, $3.00 without 


Code 
Practice 
Oscillator 


Very Compact Size 2 1/4” W x 4 3/e~ L x 21/4” H 
Weighted Base, Color Black w/Stainless Key, 
Anti Skid Feet, Variable Tone. 3 
Adjustable Volumn, 9 Volt Bat. Installed. 
Can also be used w/straight key of your choice 
30 day money back guarantee + 1 yr warranty 
$24.95 + $5. S&H each + $2 additional per oscil. 
Mail check/money order 


http://www.cqinternet.com/jms.htm 
To send fax or phone 203-461-8768 


35 Hilltop Ave. Dept. F 
Stamford, CT 06907 


J. Martin Systems 


Florida CW Nets. 


bers have any information they think 
would be of interest for the net news 
column, please let me know. Also, don’t 
forget, I’m still looking for a permanent 
net manager to replace me. Just a re- 
minder, the Gator Net meets every morn- 
ing at 8:30 a.m. local time on or about 
3651 kHz and we would really enjoy hav- 
ing you join us. see you on the net. 73 
de AA4HT. 
QEN Net 

Hello all QFNers and others who 
keep up with the CW stuff that QFNers 
are so good handling. February is gone 
and March brings new holidays etc. 
Next month of April will be busy with 
the EAA Fly-in and of course the Easter 
holiday. Get ready you all for some busy 
days. The faithful are hanging in there 
and to be sure we have had the follow- 
ing. 

Mr. Woody, K4SCL got away for 
a weeks vacation. KB4T, Mr. Frank got 
into RNS as sub for N4EC one evening 
and boy we appreciate Frank’s sub duty. 
KB4T: do it more when we need help 
other nights. We need to hear more from 
K3ML. Check in more often from the 
keys because we sometimes have traf- 
fic that way and it always has to go to 
the phone nets for delivery. 

KC4ZHN and KC4ZHF are check- 
ing in more often along with KU4JW, 
AA4ZJ even WD4HHH Delbert of 
Tampa caught my ear. AA4HT makes 
the nets just in time or overtime but was 
told his alarm clock has a leak and needs 
some epoxy. 

As per usual, AA4HT, AB4XK, 
KB4MON and others I do not know will 
be at the EAA Fly-in. This is a very or- 
ganized team of operators and they do 
get the traffic out in bunches. Good luck 
everyone. Other things of interest - (and 
clip this for future reference) NCS sta- 
tions when handling traffic always have 


the receiving stations call the sending — 


stations -always a reason-protocol per- 
sists and the receiving station can find 


_aclear frequency to hear what is being 


sent. The phone nets are caught up in 
loss of the usual of the past amateur 
operations. I’ve said this in the past as 
QFN Manager that QFN is the best net 
around or compares in operations and 
efficiency to the region and area nets. 
Did you ever notice your station is in 
and out of QFN quickly? No loitering 
around when you have done your traf- 
fic thing or have checked in with or with- 


out business for the net. A compliment 
to all the chiefs in the QFN operations. 
Catch you next month; Keep up the in- 
terest.and bring yourself with or with- 
out traffic. 73. Morton, WX4H, QFN 
Manager. 
FMSN 

The FMSN February stats: QNI 
328, QTC 193, and QND 570. Now down 
to serious business. Every month I plead 
with all of you to support FMSN. All I 
ask is for a QNI if you have not traffic. 
Is it too much to ask? Then how come I 
don’t hear any new calls? Our latest 
newcomers have been KD4BS, AL, 
NF4O, Earl, AB4EC, Jud, KD4JK Al, 
KC4VKT, Ron, AA4WJ, Bill, AB4EA, 
Eric, KD4OGYV, Chas. They have brought 
music to my ears but where are the rest 
of you? I am patient but don’t let time 
run out. Now you heard me cry again so 
I'll stop nagging which is what YL’s 
know how to do. Big hugs to my NCS 
stations and QFN reps the back bone of 
any net but they need QNI to make it all 
work. New month now so new resolu- 
tions okay? Will be listening let me hear 
music. 88. Laura, WA9VND. 


Starke Repeater no 


longer Dark 


The Amateur Radio Club - 
Bradford Area is happy to let all ama- 
teur radio operators of North Florida that 
the Starke Repeater, K4RVD (144.550/ 
150) is back on the air after a long ab- 
sence. 

They request that you use the re- 
peater when in the area. Also, the 
Bradford Club holds a Monday night 
net at 8:30 p.m. and is looking for as 
many participants as possible. 

The ARC-BA meets on the fourth 
Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 
Meetings are held at the Bradford EOC 
conference room at the new Sheriff's 
complex behind the Bradford County 
Courthouse on US301 North. 

The ARC-BA invites you all to 
attend. Amateur radio operators are in- 
vited to join and support the club. Dues 
are only 50 cents a month. If you would 
like to join, send your payment to: 

Lev Francis, K4SRA, Treasurer 

Rt. 2 Box 223 

Keystone Hts., FL 32656 

Don’t forget the Sixth Annual 
Starke Hamfest and Computer Show on 
October 18th and 19th at the Bradford 
County Fairgrounds. Watch for more 
details later. 
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Would you like to see news of your Chapter on this 
page? Until we find someone to take Eli’s place, just get 
your Secretary to send a copy of your Newsletter or a copy 
of your Chapter minutes to: 

Blanche Randles, W4GXZ 

6002 N. Fremont Ave. 

Tampa, FL 33604 

GATOR Chapter #32 

The March 2nd meeting of Gator Chapter was honor- 

ing several of the Chapter’s faithful members. 


Harold Johnson, K4GVB was really the man of the | 


hour when he was presented his 75-year plaque. 75 years a 
Ham! That’s an award very few of us will ever achieve. 
What an honor! The Johnson’s have much to celebrate. 
Harold and Lois celebrated their 66th wedding anniversary 
last October. The two of them rarely miss a Gator Chapter 


meeting. Congratulations on you 75 year award Harold and. 


to both of you congratulations on 66 years of marriage. 


Gator President Bil Bell, K1AVH (I) presents 75-year 
plaque to Harold Johnson, K4GVB (r) while his wife of 
66 years Lois (c) proudly holds the award. ; 


Gator Chapter has another member eligible to receive 
a 75 year award, Bob Fairchild, K4FG who now lives in Sun 
City Center and was unable to travel to Clearwater for this 
meeting. Several of the members plan to attend the Sun City 
Center Chapter on March 14th to present this award. All of 
the Gators send a big congratulations Bob, this is an award 
to be proud of. 

At the meeting in April of 1995 the membership ap- 
proved a motion to establish an award to honor the memory 
of Hal Bates, W4OIN. Hal was the first president and served 
3 years. He then went on to fill the office of Secretary, Trea- 


surer and Publicity. The Board of Directors approved a can- 


didate for the first Hal Bates Award and a lovely plaque was 
presented at this meeting. 

Eli Nannis, K4JMH stand up and take a bow! Con- 
gratulations Eli, you certainly deserve to be the first recipi- 
ent of this very Special Gator Chapter Meritorious Service 
Award. 

This was a very special meeting and we all lingered 
after the meeting just chatting and reminiscing. Bart Bridge, 
W2ZYQ, Secy. 

Citrus Chapter #45 

Citrus Chapter sponsored the QC WA table at the Or- 

lando Hamcation. Paul, W1DLP was assisted at various times 
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Eli Nannis, K4JMH receives the Hal Bates award from 
President Bill Bell, K4AVH. 


by Wes, W4COW, John, K8LBZ and Blanche, W4GXZ. At 
noon on Saturday, we all attended a luncheon and though 


- the numbers were small, we enjoyed the fellowship. A big 


thank you to Al, WB4DRF and Pam who not only worked 
with the QCWA Chapter but also with the Radio Club and 
the Hamcation committee. More news from Citrus Chapter 
next month. Paul Turner, W1DLP, Secy. 

Pelican Chapter #128 

Pelican Chapter’s February meeting was well attended, 
with 32 in attendance. We were able to welcome Stark Totman, 
W4YB and it was especially nice to have him back after a 
long absence. Pelican Chapter has among their member- 
ship, the National Treasurer, W4COW, two National Direc- 
tors, K8LBZ and VE3CT, the National Activities Manager, 
K9BSL and the Taping Coordinator, W4GXZ. All were 
present at this meeting. We also were pleased to welcome 
Art, W3WM and his XYL they usually make at least one 
meeting each winter. 

All in attendance enjoyed a most interesting talk by 
Pinellas Sheriff Everett Rice. The Sheriff described the new 
800 MHz trunking system radios. He described protection 
to the cities that don’t have their own Police departments 
and running of the jail the only lock up for the entire county. 

Continued on page 8 ' 


Tere CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC, 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? 

Then you shouid belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 

159 E. 16th Ave 


| Eugene, OR 97401-4017 a) 


Don BeaC KQ4YM 


KSRIF Celebrates 58th 
Anniversary and Knights 
Welcome N4TXT as Newest 


Member 

The Knights of the Kilocycle, 
amateur radio’s oldest net, was orga- 
nized on Christmas Day, 1929, and is 
now celebrating its 66th anniversary of 
operation. The Knights meet every Sun- 
day morning at 7:30 on 3910 Kilocycles. 
Since 1929 there have been over 530 
memberships awarded to amateur op- 
erators. The Knights always welcomes 
new members, A membership certificate 
is earned after five consecutive weekly 
check-ins to the net. 

Charlie, K8RIF of Lakeland cel- 
ebrated his 58th Wedding Anniversary. 
Charlie is the Master Oscillator of the 
Knights of the Kilocycle. Charlie is an 
active member of the QCWA and has 
been a volunteer for many years at the 
annual Lakeland Sun ‘N Fun Fly-in held 
at the Lakeland Linder Airport. Con- 
gratulations Charlie! 

Also to be noted this month were 
the anniversaries of Earl, W4AYD of 
Okeechobee and the 79th birthday of 
Wes, W4COW of Tampa, and the anni- 
versary of members Bob, AD4XS and 
Carol, AD4ZY of Tavares. Both Earl and 
Wes are long-time members of the 
Knights and active members of the 
QCWA. Bob and Carol have made regu- 


lar checkins since they became members 


of the Knights. 
QCWA - Continued from page 7 


Pelican Chapter is also taking pictures of the members. 


Dori NATXT of Springhill was 
duly entered on the rolls of the Knights 
as the newest member. Dorothy was in- 
troduced to the Knights by Marian, 
KC4MFT, New Port Richey, a long-time 
member of the Knights. We welcome 
you aboard Dorothy and hope to neat 
from you each Sunday. 

Andy, W4IYT of Miami Setines 
checked in with a nice report on his cable 
TV production activities in Miami. Andy 
is very busy producing shows for the 
Miami area cable channels, including 
over 10 hours of programming now on 
the air. Andy has been a member of the 
Knights since May of 1957, and one of 
the oldest members regularly checking 
in. 

Other items include a report from 
Herb, AD4UA that his computer drive 
has gone hard-drive heaven. Tom, 
WIMIR reports that a new edition of 
the informal Old Goat’s net can now be 
found on 3.987 MHz at 4 p.m. daily. The 
Old Goats have for years been meeting 
at 7:30 a.m. on 3910 MHz. Drop in and 
say hello if you’re around at either of 
those times. 

_ We encourage new check-ins 
each Sunday morning to ham radio’s 
oldest net. Please join us each Sunday 
at 7:30 a.m., 3910 Kilocycles and let us 
know what’s been happening in your 
area. We welcome all hams from any- 
where that can hear us. Invite your out 
of state friends to listen in and call in 
some Sunday morning. See you all on 
Sunday morning. 


Florida Phone - Continued from — 
age5 
NTS formatted traffic, Join us soon and 
often. . 

Statistic for February were: Sta- 
tions 1024, traffic 397, time 1649 minutes 
during 29 consecutive sessions. 

The 1000th station to check inthis 
month was KD4JMV. Congratulations 
Harry. This was the 101st consecutive 
month with over 1000 stations checking 
into the net. NCS was N4RBX. 

Honor roll for the month 
included: W4/PZIBK, KD4GR, 
KD4HGU, KS4JK, KD4JMV, 
KD4NPC,WA9VND, KB4WBY, 
KA2YZM and KC4ZHF. Great job, many 
thanks and keep up the good work. 

It is a pleasure to welcome 
AE4QA, Donna, as our latest Net Con- _ 
trol Station. Donna has learned quickly 
and is doing an excellent job, (as do all 
of our NCS) thanks Donna. 

Russ, KC4ZHN, was missed for a 
few days, home in bed by doctors or- 
ders who also limited him to air time. 
Glad you are better and back with us. 
Pat, KC4ASN, is in the hospital. We wish 
you a most speedy recovery. Net mem- 
bers were saddened to hear of the pass- 
ing of KC4JNM, Willie’s wife. Our 
prayers are with you Willie. 

Don’t forget Traffic Tips on Tues- 
day evenings. Last Tuesday. we dis- 
cussed how to prepare and send your 
monthly SAR and PSHR. 

Look for the SEFTN newsletter on — 
your local packet BBS. 73/88 Bob, 


KC4ZHF, Asst. Net Mgr. Le oe 


45 Citrus - 3rd Sat. of each month, Stacey’s Wekiva 


These will be sent to Buckmaster Publishing, The purpose is 
that when the publisher releases their CD Rom, Callbook, 
your call sign will also include your picture. The reward will 
be a copy of the CD Rom free, this the Chapter can use to 
raise funds for the Chapter. 

AWARD MEETING. The March 20 meeting will truly 
be an award meeting. Pelican Chapter has many awards in- 
cluding 70 and 75 year awards. This will be a special meeting. 
We will be at our usual meeting place, Stacey’s at Tyrone 
Gardens, 10 Ave and 58th St., 11:30 a.m. Ifyou are in the area 
joinus. 73 de Jay, K9BSL. 

When Does Your Chapter Meet? 

Florida has many visitors who are QCWA members 
and might like to visit your Chapter if they knew when you 
meet. The following is a list o Chapters in Florida. Let us 
know when you meet. 

12 Southeast Florida 

32 Gator - lst Sat.of each month, Stacey’s on Missouri 
Ave., Clearwater 11:30 a.m. 


8 


Square, Altamonte Springs. 11:30 a.m. 

48 Treasure Coast 

53 Suncoast 

62 Suwannee 

66 Spaceport 

84 Florala 

96 Gateway 

107 Central Florida 

111 Palm Beach 

121 Highlands Florida 

128 Pelican Chapter - 3rd Wed. of each month, Stacey’s 
Tyrone Gardens, 10 Ave. & 28 St. N, St Petersburg, 11:30 a.m. 

131 Gulf Coast 

148 Hernando - 3rd Wed. of each month, Pier 688, Rt. 
41 So. 11:30 a.m. 

152 Royal Palm 

173 Golden Triangle 

195 Sun City Center = 2nd Thur. of Jan., Mar., Sept., & 
Nov. Stacey’s, Sun Point Plaza, Ruskin 11:30 a.m. 
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South Florida BBS Totals - Feb. 1996 
-by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


NTS PERS BUL TOT MSGS 


Top TwWerity Trafficers - Feb. 1996 
-by AA4HT and WX43 


Station Total Station 0 570 8770 9340 - 
81 693 2781 3555 
1 W3CUL 2969 AB4XK 28 1023 8823 9874 
43 1198 4166 5407 
WX 2100 AB4EA 443 7988 8433 
- aut 0 495 1144 1639 
-NO REPORT- 
3 WAIVN 1439 KA2YZ abe 3098 hog 
-NO REPORT- 
4 W3VR 1096 KA4FZI 2944 7081 40031 
-NO REPORT- 
5 AA4HT 637 NOZO -NO REPORT- 
384 7302 7686 
6 KE4DN 511 N4SS 1839 5006 7036 
-NO REPORT- 
7 NR2F 488 WV5Z 1427 7264 8701 
175 3500 3676 
4) 202 5693 5895 
8 K4SCL 481 W7AM ie HEROES 
1620 7593 9315 
9 KB4WB 469 WA4ND 607 5915 6522 
1607 1181 2794 
10 K4FQU 463 KC4ZH 6526 11410 18062 
147. 3660 ©3817 
3 970 2916 3898 
Traffic Hounds Feb. 1996 des) abn ra 
-by Kevin Bunin, WV5Z STM SFL 508 8119 8641 
-NO REPORT- 
QNI Avg. QTC Avg. Ses Mer. QTC/QNI 1177 5088 6289 
WA4ATF 0 - 3764 3782 7720 
13 631 4367 5011 
KAZYZM 0.0% 19 512 4014. 4545 
N4E TH 910.03 84 765 3986 4835 
35 1164 7870 9069 
ee 1 309 41 351 
AD4BL 0.06 
KE4ESV__ 0.37 NTS TOTAL: 1136 
WASVND. 0.59 If you have any questions, or need the software utilities to 
KC4ZHN 0.54 generate your BBS report, drop me a note with your name, 
address and size floppy needed. There’s no charge. The 
WB4GCK = 0:27 utilities work with all types of bbs software except TCP/IP 
WN4IIV 0.19 (NOS.) 
AA4HT 1.04 Remember, North Florida BBS’s should send their reports to 


AC4MJ 0.07 N4GMU @ N4GMU. South Florida BBS’s to KB4VOL @ 

; KB4VOL. Reports MUST be sent on the 1st covering BBS 
WAANDA 0.13 activity for the previous month. Please participate! 
AD4D0 _ 0.15 73... Bill, KB4VOL @ KB4VOL, ARRL Packet Manager 
KE4CGQ 0.02 South Florida. 


KE4CGQ 0.02 
KD4EFM 
KE4RVP 


WxX4H 
KE4DNO 


VINTAGE MANUALS 
minh PEEPHONE FILTERS 


BEALBO 2500 Manuals in Stock. 

N4ZMQ Catalog Available w/SASE or Call to Inquire. 

KE4DNO __ 0. Our Telephone Filters are the Smallest on the Market. 
K4FQU 0. Eliminates RF Interference from 500 KHz to 30 MHz. 
NROF Only $12.95 Each or Two for $24.00 


KE4DNO W7FG Vintage Manuals and Products 
W3YWK 3300 Wayside Drive, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
ae 918-333-7893 * 800-807-6146 
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FREE - Tailgate & 


Swapmeet 


The Flamingo Net and the Uni- 
versity of Miami ARC will hold a tail- 
gate and swapmeet (FREE to buyers and 
sellers) Saturday April 20th from 7:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the University of 
Miami parking lot #102 (extreme N. W. 
corner of the campus). 

To get there, go North on Red 
Road (S. W. 57th Ave.) from South Dixie 
Highway (US1). Turn east on Miller 
Drive (S.W. 56th St.) and follow it until 
it ends at San Amaro, where you turn 
left. Follow San Amaro for 5 short blocks 
and the entrance to Lot # 102 will be on 
your right. 

Although ‘spot reservations are 
not required, please contact Bill 
(WA4TEJ) by mail: 73 Palm Ave., Miami 
Beach, FL 33139 or on the air - The Fla- 
mingo Net meets every Friday evening 
7:30 p.m. on 29.044 MHz 8:00 p.m. on 
28.444 MHz, with 2m also monitored for 
check ins: 146.910 (-),146.865 (-) and 
147.210 (+). We need to be sure we re- 
serve enough space. 

Following the Swapmeet, the Fla- 
mingo Net will hold its Annual Picnic at 
nearby A.D. “Doug” Barnes Park, lo- 
cated at 3401 S.W. 72 Ave., shelter #3. 


To get there, go back to Miller Drive, 
westbound. Continue on Miller to 72nd 
Ave., where you go right northbound 
for about 20 blocks and the park en- 
trance will be on your right. Shelter #3 
is to your left after entering the park. 
The picnic begins at Noon.\, with food 
being served at about 1 p.m. The Fla- 
mingo Net supplies (free to members) 
potato salad, BBQ beans, hamburgers, 
hot dogs, cake, cold soft drinks and 
more. Annual Flamingo Net dues are 
$3.00 and may be paid at the picnic. 
Door prizes, a 2m/10m transmitter hunt 
(with prize to the winner) and other 
events will be featured. Please come! 


Current Digital Mode 


Contesting Issues: 

Should Remotely Controlled Contest 
Stations Be Allowed? 

Should a new category of remotely 
controlled stations be allowed in digital mode 
contests? This could apply to single opera- 
tor stations, multi-operator stations, and 
multi-multi stations. 

The technology is now readily at hand 
to permit remotely located operators to op- 
erate computer controlled contest stations 
at particular locations via modem over dial- 
up telephone lines, Internet connections or 
other digital communications links. The re- 
motely located operator(s) could be a short 
distance away, a half a continent away, or 


indeed, even on the other side of world if the 
contest station had suitable facilities to per- 
mit this type of remote control! 

What would it be like to operate, RF- 
wise, from a DX location or from a Contest- 
ing Mega-Station without even having to 
travel from your home QTH? 

Do the contest rules permit this now? 
If not, why not? 

Would this be unfair? To whom? 
Wouldn’t a new contest category of for a 
remotely controlled station eliminate any 
contention of unfairness? 

If any operators were at the RF-site 
(i.e. at the actual contest station QTH) for 
station maintenanee for the remotely located 
operators (who are unable to perform physi- 
cal maintenance remotely!) during contest 
operation, would the local maintenance op- 
erators also count as operators? 

Would the existing Mega-Stations 
simply get bigger? So what? Would the com- 
petition get fiercer? 

If this were permitted, would more 
“good” operators be able to participate in 
contests? Would this be better for those with 
home stations with poor locations or with 
restrictions on antennas or operations? 
Wouldn’t this be better for those who were 
simply unable to travel long distance due to 
time constraints, financial or other reasons? 

What do you think about this? Send a 
short e-mail! 


adrs@iea.com 


-IDRA Contesting Issues 


ELIS AMATEUR RADIO 


ICOM 


YAESU 


SG230 


SMARTUNER 


# ALL MAJOR BRANDS NEW & USED 4 RADIOS 
@ ANTENNAS 4 ACCESSORIES 4 BOOKS 


7 DAYS A WEEK 


LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES 
CREDIT CARDS WELCOMED SEHABLAESPANOL WEEXPORT 


BROWARD 
(954) 
525-0103 


1-800-780-0103 


1/2 Block South of Route 84 


DADE 
(305) 
944-3383 


2513 SOUTHWEST 9th AVENUE - FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 
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DX News 


This bulletin was made possible with info provieed by Seiji, | 


JH6RTO, Joe, NJ1Q, Mauro, I1JQJ, Tedd, KB8NW, Bob, 


WB2DIN, Joe, N1OCS, the OPDX Bulletin, the Yankee Clipper 


Contest Club PacketCluster network and Contest Corral from QST. 
Thanks to all. 


CROZET ISLAND, FT. FTSWE was on last weekend between 
1400 and 1700z on 7005 kHz. Also check 30 meters. QSL via 


F5GTW direct. 


FALKLAND ISLANDS, VP8. DA4RG, will sign VP8BPZ from 
mid-May to mid-September. He plans to operate SSB only, not 


nets or lists. QSL via GW8VHI or DA4RG. 


GALAPAGOS ISLANDS, HC8. JF1MGI, a doctor of veterinary 


medicine, is involved in animal research through the end of March. 


Hamming will be during non-work hours, though behavior of op- 
erators calling in pile ups will determine whether on-the-air animal 
research will be.necessary. At bulletin time no call sign info was 
available. Meanwhile, HC8/DL5XX has been on 7003 kHz at 0400z 


and 14025 kHz at 1251z. 


GHANA, 9G. Joe, N1OCS, is in Navrongo until March 24 on 
business. He hopes to be able to operate, though no call sign or 


QSL route was available at bulletin time. Check for Joe around 
1819, 3525, 7025, 10105, 14025, 18025, 21025, 24895 and 28025 
kHz on CW, and 1845, 3795, 7065, 14195, 18145, 21295, 24945 
and 28495 kHz on SSB. 


GUAM, KH2. JH6RTO will sign AHOAV/KH2 April 11 to 14, 
concentrating on 10 and 17 meters. He will be in the JIDX Contest. 


oC Tid! cyndd 


Read all about your favorite 
modes of amateur. radio 
4 digital communications! 


The DIGITAL JOURNAL 
is the only publication 
dedicated solely to info on 
RTTY, Packet, Pactor, G- 
tor, Clover, Amtor, CCW, 
CW and more! Rigs, 
computers, software, 
news and reviews are 
ae Each 
* z ‘| month, every 32 page 
issue is chock-full of 
hints, tips, operating 
news and events to help 
you get the most out of 
this exciting aspect of amateur radio! 


OVER, GTOR, 
EW MODES... Ch He 
PATON WHICH JONES pa, x0) 


Don't miss a single issue. Get connected today! Fill out and 
mail the form below, with enclosed payment to: 
IDRA/DJ * P.O. Box 2550 * Goldenrod, FL 32733- coon 
or fax to: 407-671-0194 


1 Yr (12 issues) O $32.00 1stC - U.S. /NA O DX-Air $42.00 


Name Call 
Address 

City 

State/Country 

Zip/Postal Code 

OVISA OMC # 

Exp. Date 


Signature 


GUINEA BISSAU, JS. The operation from Majo Island, IOTA 
AF-020, by I4LCK and IK4SDY is slated for March 27 to April 6. 
Calls will be JS6CK and JS6DY, respectively. Besides CW, SSB 
and some RTTY, they plan to be in the CQ WW WPX Contest 
March 30 and 31. QSL via home calls. 


MADAGASCAR, 5R. Gerard, F2JD, has received his license, 
SR8EN. He will be in Madagascar until September. He was on 
21019 kHz at 0905z this past weekend. QSL via F6AJA. 


MARIANA ISLANDS, KHO. A business trip allows Jun, 
JH4RHF, to operate as KH2S/KHO until March 18. Check 80 and 
40 meters from 1000 to 1600z. QSL via JH4RHF. Allen, KN6AH, 
will sign KHO/KN6AH March 15 to 30. Check 40 and 15 meters 
as well as 20 meter nets. QSL direct only to KN6AH. 


MYANMAR, XZ. According to Wayne, KF7AY, things still look 
very promising for the April XZ1N DXpedition, though some 
regulatory matters between the Myanmar military and related min- 
istries need to be ironed out. Word from Yangon is encouraging, 
however. 


SOMALIA, TS. I4LCK and IK4SDY will be active from Majo 
Island, IOTA AF-052, March 27 to April 3 on 160 through 10 
meters with 500 watts to vertical and dipole antennas. 


SOUTHERN COOK ISLANDS, ZK1. Bruce, AA8U, Stanley, 
K8MJZ, and Marilyn, AG8W, plan to enter the IARU Radiosport 
Contest in July as ZKIAAU from Rarotonga. Their stay will be 
from July 11 to 20 and they will concentrate on 160 and 80 meters 
outside of contest hours as ZK1MJZ and ZKIAGW. QSL via 
AA8U with SASE. 


SUDAN, ST. Claus, ex 9G1AP and 9N1AP, is signing ST1AP as 
was heard on 14178 kHz at 2215z. pee check the MAR net at 
0745z on 14332 kHz. 

SVALBARD, JW. Erik, SMOAGD, and John, SMODJZ, will be on 
the air March 14 to 18, mainly on 80, 40 and 30 meter CW, though 
some RS-12, SSB and RTTY will be worked, including the BARTG 
Contest. Listen for them signing JW/home calls. QSL via 1996 
CBA’s for home calls. 

SVALBARD, JW. LASVK, LA7XJA and LAIBJA‘will sign 
JW5VK, JW7XJA and JW1BJA respectively, March 7 to 11 on all 
bands with CW, SSB and RTTY. QSL via LASVK. 

TONGA, A3. Morten, LA9GY, will operate from Tonga March 
16 to April 4, including action in the CQ WW WPX contest. He 
hopes to secure use of the call A35GY. Morten prefers CW but 
will operate some SSB. QSL via LAOGY. 

TRINDADE ISLAND, PYO. Mendonca, PY1UP, will be signing 
PYOTI until mid-June. He is active on all bands with CW and SSB 
with a modest set up. QSL direct to PY1UP. 


WESTERN SAHARA. EA3NY plans to operate in the CQWW 
SSB WPX contest March 30 and 31 on 80 through 10 meters, 


_ probably as SO1EA. 


VIETNAM, 3W. Nikolay, UAOFM, continues to keep 3W5FM 
on the air daily from 1400z on 7005 kHz CW and from 1530z on 
7045 kHz SSB. These skeds are with Sergey, UAOWY, running the 
list. QSL direct to PO Box 66, Vladimir, 600011, Russia. 

QSL BUREAU NEWS. The Pennsylvania DX Association has 
assumed responsibilities of the Third Call Area Incoming QSL 
Bureau. The new W3 Incoming Bureau address is c/o the Pennsyl- 
vania DX Association, PO Box 100, York Haven PA 17370-0100. 


’ Envelopes and cards on file at the old W3 bureau will be transferred 


to the new bureau staff. 


-ARRL Internet 
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To Upgrade or not to 
Upgrade, 


or 
How many nights willI 
STay up geTTing my com- 
puter working again? 

So you scrounged up some com- 
puter parts and you ready to tackle a 
home brew PC. You won’t have to much 
trouble configuring the hardware. The 
box is tack welded together. The drives 
all screw in and the cards seem to fit. 
The initial smoke test prints the start- 
up screen. Now, you’re ready to install 
the operating system. 

If you want to use DOS and Win- 
dows 3.1x, you have about ten 3.5 inch 
floppies in your hand: The whole in- 
stall will take an hour and that assumes 
time to play with directories and try a 
few games of solitaire. 

If you buy a game or a Windows 
compatible word processor, you’re ready 
to run right now! So why upgrade? 
Well, let’s see. 

If you run across a piece of 32 bit 
software that you absolutely have to 
have, now you have to load WIN32S. 
WIN32S is an add-on to Windows 3.1 
and there are several versions. If your 
software runs on a specific version of 


WIN32S, it may be incompatible with | 


other 32 bit programs. You may need a 
different version of Windows for each 
32 bit application you want to run. Does 
this sound like a kludge to you? 

Tf you want to connect a modem, 
you need a driver from the manufacturer 
and you have to write log-on scripts for 
the on-line service. If you’re lucky, the 
service to which you are subscribing 
will have a script for you. Otherwise, 
you can tinker with it until it works. 

If you want to connect to the 
Internet, you need a TCP/IP network 
stack that is WinSOCK compatible. Your 
service may have what you need but I 
have had problems with the TCP/IP in 
Windows 3.1x. It is definitely not reli- 
able. 

If you want to add another I/O 
card, you have to pick an interrupt and 

I/O Port address. But first, you need to 
know what your hardware already uses. 
If you didn’t write down your configu- 
ration when you built the box, then you 
will have to pull each card out and write 
down the settings. And by the way, 
some video or hard disk controllers use 
ports and interrupts too. 
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If you plug in a new card and oc- 
cupy the same port as another, your new 
card won’t work or worse, your whole 
system won’t work. 

How about that fancy accelerated 
video card. It usually comes with a 
fancy suite of drivers and a long winded 
install as well. Once configured, a few 
more icons show up on your desktop 
just for the video. The same is true for 
upgraded hard disk controllers and mo- 
dems. Each time you add a new pro- 
gram, some more icons pop up on your 
screen. After a while, there isn’t 
enough room to put all of the icons on 
the desk and I always forget where I put 
them. So now, I start opening groups 
looking f or that program. 

All of these problems are known 
throughout the industry and Microsoft 
has addressed them in Windows 95. 

First, Windows 95 was developed 
with WIN32S from the ground up. The 
version supplied with 95 works and has 
not changed since delivery. If your 32 
bit app runs under Windows 95, then it 
should coexist with all of your other 32 
bit apps. If you don’ t have any 32 bit 
apps yet, it won’t be long before that’s 
all you will have. 32 bit software is much 
easier to write and provides significant 
improvements in file management and 
speed. The new development tools from 
Microsoft and Borland all support 32 
bit programs and the debuggers are a 


dream to use. It’s only a matter of time 


before even shareware is running in 32 
bit mode. 

If you plug in 
amodem, Windows 
95 will automati- 
cally find it, install 
it and generate all 
of the log-in scripts 
for dial-up access. 
If you have a high 
speed serial port 
(with a 16C550 de- 
vice), Windows 95 
will configure the 
FIFO’s and run the 
highest baud rate 
your modem sup- 
ports. BBS pro- 
grams. transfer 
faster and more re- 
liably. Remote Ac- 
cess works without 
a hitch. Making a 


Dealer for... 


Compuforum 
Steve lezzi, KT4FY 


connection couldn’t be easier. The Wiz- 
ard asks you for the phone number and 
password. If you have to log in, the 
log-i n file from your service provider 
can be specified as well. 

If you want to connect to the 
Internet, the network drivers are now 
part of the operating system. All you 
need is the TCP/IP protocol and a dial 
up modem connection in your network 
setup. If you use a dial-up Internet pro- 
vider, then you combine the modem 
setup, the Remote Access connection, 
and the network configuration to get on 
the web. It’s intuitive and easy. 

How about adding new hardware., 
Not a problem with Windows 95. First, 
the operating system carefully inspects 
your existing hardware and makes a list 
of what you have. If you right click 
(push on the right mouse button) while 
pointing at the “My Computer” icon and 
select properties, a complete list of your 
hardware pops up. Each device is listed 
along with the ports, interrupts and 
DMA devices that are in use. If two de- 
vices are conflicting, a warning appears 
in a dialog box. If you want to add an- 
other card, just pick addresses and in- 
terrupts that aren’t in use. Plug the card 
in and double-click (press the left mouse 
button twice in a row) the “Add New 
Hardware” icon in the configuration 
panel. Windows 95 will test your com- 
puter and add the device automatically. 

Continued on page 14 


The World's largest Ham Dealer is 
located right here in Florida! 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY® 


ORLANDO: 621 Commonwealth Avenue 
Tel. (407) 894-3238 © Toll Free (800) 327-1917 
Exports/se habla Espajiol (407)-898-1166 
Fax (407) 894-7553 
CLEARWATER: 1898 Drew Street 
Tel. (813) 461-4267 ¢ In-State (800) 557-4237 
Fax (813) 443-7893 


Service to Radio Amateurs for over 37 years! 


ALINCO * AZDEN « ICOM * KENWOOD ¢ SGC * STANDARD * YAESU 
...and other lines of Ham Equipment, Antennas & Accessories. 
Other locations... 

MILWAUKEE, WI * WICKLIFFE, OH * LAS VEGAS, NV 
(800) 558-0411 


(800) 321-3594 (800) 634-6227 
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Caribbean Report 


Greetings from the Islands of the seas. T° 
. apologize for missing two months but I was oc 
cupied seeking a seat in the parliament of Trinidad 
and Tobago. Unfortunately, I lost and I’m pick 
ing up the pieces. Life must go on. 

In the region, the hurricane season is gone ~ 
and it’s really like summertime. The yachts are | 
coming, the carnival spirit is in the air, many tour- 
ists are flying in, band leaders are preparing cos 
tumes, steelbandsmen are writing music. Th 
mood is being set for Calypsonians to rende 
many songs for fetes and social commentarie 
about events taking place here in the Caribbean. 
Like I say, it’s paradise and I won’t trade it for 
anything in the world except God. 

In other news, banana farmers are meeting in Kingston 
Jamaica to exchange information that will address their con- 
cerns. The planters feel they are being tossed to and fro 
since there are many islands and many issues requiring dif- 
ferent responses. 

The people of Providencials, Turks and Caicos Islands 
of British dependency stepped up their campaign to have 
Governor Martin Bourke recalled to London. Demonstrators 


cd é s 
437 S. Babcock Street, Melbourne 
727-2311 


AMATEUR RADIO REPAIR 
FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 
Take a look at our USED ham gear 
and test equipment 


DISCOUNT ELECTRONICS 
A large supply of NTE components in stock 
"And as always, free chat and coffee" 


COMPLETE COMPUTER REPAIR 
AND UPGRADES 
. We can get you 
"ON LINE" with The Internet" 


Emergency Service 
We'll Have you back on-line QUICKLY 


IBM Trained Technician 
ith many years experience on personal computers 


Full service shop, including monitor repair. 


Feel free to call with questions or specific needs. 


407-727-2311 


Ravi Ramnath, 9Y4SRR 


,, catrying placards and chanting protested at the 
crowded Providenciales Airport when Bourke 
left for London to recruit a new magistrate for 
the island. 

The United States hopes Latin American 
democracies will use their influence with Cuba 
to press for a transition to democracy on the 
island, according to the U.S. Ambassador to 
the OAS. Ambassador Harriet Babbitt said 
Cuba’s reported crackdown on dissidents 
showed its human rights outlook continued to 
= be bleak. 

The U.S. Secretary of Stat Warren Chris- 

topher will visit Trinidad and Tobago, El Salva- 
dor, Chile, Brazil and Argentina. Cuba remains the only gov- 
ernment in the western hemisphere with a non-elected gov- 
ernment. 

In Guyana, mysterious fires destroyed government 
records at the Ministry of Works. There have been reports of © 
corruption within the department and the Auditor General 
reported that will immediately investigate the matter. 

In Trinidad and Tobago, the Amateur Radio Society 
has found a new headquarters at 29 Mucarapo Road, St. 
James Port of Spain, Trinidad West Indies. The society is 
doing a great job in amateur radio under the guidance of 
President Noel Donawa. The society is in need of donations 
of equipment, antennas, 2m and 70cm radios. If you can make 
a donation write President Donawa at the above address or 
call: 1-809-637-4773. The society’s emphasis is on training 
the youth of Trinidad and Tobago and they are involved in 
emergency exercises, sporting events, boat racing, etc. Ama- 
teur radio is alive and well here and in the Caribbean. 

Because of the very cold winter in the north, tourists 
are swarming all over the Caribbean. Many spend as much as 
three or four months here. Many of them confess that the 
Caribbean is really paradise while the north is becoming faster 
and faster. One often sees ham radio operators with 2m and 
HF rigs, hoping to operate from the Caribbean. 

We have had the pleasure of hosting many of the hams 
at our home here on the islands. We enjoy their company and 
will continue to keep ham radio alive in the Caribbean. So 


long for now. Ravi, 9Y4SRR. 


Bahia Hamcation 


Set your sights on the Bahia Shrine Hamcation sched- 
uled for the 27th and 28th of July at the Bahia Shrine Temple 
in Orlando, Florida. 

There will be tables for Vendors, Individuals and Infor- 
mation Booths. They will have ARRL VE Exams. For more 
information call: Cecil F, Morehouse, K4KEN at 407-281-9169. 

If you’ve never enjoyed the accoutrements of the 
Shrine Temple with carpeted floors and multiple levels, you’re 
in for a treat. Hamfest in style at the Bahia Hamcation! 
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Part 2 


Ed. Note. Part 1 of 
Building Skills was printed 
in the March 1996 Issue pp 
14. 


Before checking into a 
new net it helps to first moni- 
tor several sessions so you 
have an understanding of 
how the net operates and 
what to expect. However, for 
those new to cw nets a common complaint is they can’t un- 
derstand what’s going on when they do monitor the net. One 
of the main problems is because cw nets use, in addition to 
the normal set of international Q signals, a special set of QN 
signals designed by the ARRL to help cw nets increase their 
efficiency. QN signals are not supposed to be used any- 
where except on cw nets and that’s why many people haven’t 
heard them before. 

For the individual checking into QFNS, the All Florida 
Slow Speed CW Net, and perhaps for most other cw nets, 
initially you only need to know a few of the 26 QN signals to 
make sense out of what you’re hearing. The other QN signals 
can be looked up and learned as needed. 

As you listen to the QFNS preamble you'll hear the 
NCS use the following QN signals: QND (This is a directed 
net), QNZ (zero beat your signal to that of the NCS), QNA 
(answer in prearranged order), QNC (messages for all net 
stations). Later the NCS will use QNI (net stations report in), 
QNS (the following stations are in the net) and QNX (you are 
excused from the net). The two QN signals of greatest inter- 
est to you will obviously be QNI and QNX. 

Note that as the various stations respond to the NCS’ 
QNI and check into QFNS they identify themselves and then 
send either “QRU” (no traffic for the net) or “QTC” (have 
traffic for the net). In the latter case they then list the destina- 
tion and quantity of their traffic. In-state traffic is listed by 
city or town. Out-of-state traffic is listed for QFN (the All 
Florida CW Traffic Net). When traffic is listed for more than 
one location, the various locations are separated by the 
prosign “AA”. For example, if you had three items of traffic 
to list, one for Miami, one for Orlando and two for Ohio, 
you'd check into QFNS by sending “de [your callsign] QTC 
Miami 1 AA Orlando 1 AA QFN 2 AR”. Traffic for someone 
on the net is normally listed by the suffix of their callsign 
(e.g., “QTC DNO 2 AR”). 


Building Skalls - EW and Tralflie Nets 


-by Gary Adams, KE4DNO 


“AA” is also used to indicate the end of each line of a 
message’s address and signature element unless it’s the last 
line of either. It’s not needed to indicate the last line of the 
address since “BT” always separates the address and text 
elements. In a like fashion, an “AA” isn’t needed to indicate 
the last line of the signature since the “AR” used to indicate 
the end of the message performs that function. 

Two additional items will also greatly facilitate your 
understanding off what you’re hearing on QFNS or any other 
cw net. 

a. A list of the “ARRL Numbered Radiograms” 
(ARRL Form FDS-3). That list will unravel the mysteries of 
the ARL “mini-messages” (e.g:, “ARL FIFTY NINE”) that 
often appear in the texts of NTS messages. In the text of a 
message, the “ARL” is always spelled out. You’ll also note 
that ifan “ARL” appears in the text of the message, the check 


‘portion of the message’s preamble will also begin with an 


“ARL” to alert the receiving station that somewhere in the 
text there will be one or more ARL “mini-messages”. 

b. The “Pink Card” (ARRL’s 6 x 9.5 inch Form FSD- 
218). This is probably the most useful single reference the cw 
traffic handler can have. This handy card includes informa- 
tion about formatting an NTS message, definitions of prece- 
dences and handling instructions, a complete list of both 
ARRL QN and International Q signals, and frequently used 
abbreviations, prosigns, and prowords (as used on both cw 
and voice). 

Use the above information as you monitor QFNS or 
other cw traffic nets and then take the plunge and check into 
the net. Become an active part off QFNS and join us as fre- 
quently as you can. Instead of checking in with just “QRU”, 
send “QRU TNG MSG | PSE” to get started in our 40-odd 
message training course. The course will help you gain expe- 
rience as you take actual messages whose text provide infor- 
mation about traffic handling techniques and procedures. 

Remember the old saying “practice makes perfect”? 
Well, participation in QFNS won’t make you perfect but it will 
enable you to improve your skills and abilities more quickly. 
QRNS is specifically designed to help newcomers to cw and 
cw traffic nets. We’re there every evening at 8 p.m. local time 
on 3715 kHz to help you and to answer your questions. Please 
take advantage of what we have to offer. 73 and God bless. 
Gary, KEADNO, QFNS Net Manager, 904-228-3488 (Lake Helen 
FL) Packet: KE4DNO @ N4GMU.#NFL.FL.USA.NA 

e-mail: gary.adams@dlbbs.com 
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What is Happening at Florida Online? 


Ocala, Florida 


Anew “POP” will be installed in Ocala on or before April 1, 1996. ‘At that 
time, our Ocala number will change and be posted in our “Local Access Num- 


bers” page. 


Sebring, Florida 


Sebring Florida is our newest “POP” and will be activated on or before 
April 1, 1996. Call our tollfree number (1-800-676-2599) to sign up for our pre- 
activation pricing. The access number will be posted in our “Local Access 
Numbers” page when Sebring is activated! 


MNT: 


Real Highways on 


Internet 


I’m sure you’ve seen the assort- 
ment of atlas programs in your corner 
software store. There is one on Internet 
called MapQuest and it performs most 
of the functions 4 the packages, if not 
more. 

I use DeLorme Street Atlas USA 
ver 2 and if I didn’t know better, I’d 
swear I was using the same program. 
But then, how much different can maps 
be? 

I thought my atlas on a 4-speed 
CD ROM using high octane gas was 
kind of slow but changing the scenery 
on the Internet is a little like viewing the 
colorful artwork of the Vatican; it takes 
some hangin’ around time to change 
views, zoom, move, or whatever. But it 
is nice. 

One can map trips and save the 
customized maps 

For the map view, one is presented 
with a file-like folder that allows you to 
FIND, VIEW, set OPTIONS, EDIT or 
FILE. 

For those of you who do not wish 
to lay out the bucks for an atlas pro- 
gram or only need occasionally, having 
access to MapQuest on the Internet is a 
reasonable alternative. 

View some real highways on the 
information highway at: 

http:/AWwww.mapquest.com/ 


Real Drivers on the 
Internet 


National Motorists Association 

Advocating, protecting, and rep- 
resenting the interests of North Ameri- 
can Motorists since 1982 is an appro- 
priate web site if you’re planning to do 
a bit of touring. 

Among the interesting topics on 
the NMA page is the Scenic Roads Reg- 
istry where one can find the best roads 
to drive on and colorful maps. Choose 
the state in which you are interested and 
make your plans. 

Probably the most interesting 
reading is the Motorist Issues page 
where you can spend a couple hours 
clicking away. Some of the issues that 
are covered are: 

Speed limits - How they should 
be set, studies on speed limits and other 
information, 

State laws and information - 
Search for state vehicle laws and find 
out what’s going on in your state, 

Fight that ticket - Be one of the 
2% that fight back. Find out about radar 
and laser, 

Other issues - Motorists Bill of 
Rights, 

Drivers speak out - issues related 


to driving, 


Other resources - Automotive 
magazines and other interesting web 
sites. 

The web site even has a classi- 
fied advertising section. Follow the links 
far enough and one can find out the lo- 
cation of radar-happy communities and 
technical information on radar detectors, 
radar jammers and the like. 

Point your radar gun at: 

http://www.motorists.com 


Florida Online 
Expands On-Line 
Plan 


We at FLORIDA ONLINE are 
happy to announce an extension of our 
on-line plan from 100 hours per month 
to 150 hours per month at no additional 
charge. The Internet service business 
is becoming more and more competitive 
every day, and we here at Florida On 
Line are dedicated to bringing you the 
best, most efficient on line service, at 
the best possible cost at all times. 

In addition, for those of you that 
have been asking about ISDN, it’s just 
about ready to swing into high speed 
action. For more information check out 
the Florida On Line home page at 
www. digital.net, and while your there, 
we are also pleased to inform you of a 
new site at www.321.com, its called The 
JUNCTION ON-LINE SERVICE, it’s a 
pretty good attempt by some folks in 
Tampa to build and maintain a most use- 
ful site and will in most cases function 
as a great service for any but the most 
dedicated net head. Try it out and let 
them know what you think, We have a 
link to it off our home page. Send your 
e-mail to judd@digital.net and if you 
ever have a problem with Florida On- 
Line, just remember I have an open mail 
box policy, 

jerry@digital.net 
Compuforum-Continuedfrompage13___ 
If you need a driver, you can install it 
here as well. Next time you re-boot, the 
device will be available. 

Do you want to add a new dis- 
play. Many of them are supported as 
part of the operating system. If not the 
driver installs with the “Add New Hard- 
ware” wizard. And best of all, if your 
graphics has lots of configurable modes, 
you can get to them with short cut — 
menus. Just right click on a blank part 
of the desktop and bring up a menu for 
adjusting you display. 

If these features sound useful, 
then it might be time to upgrade. Ifyou 
would like to try, I suggest getting a 
copy of the “Hardware Compatibility 
List” and the “Tested Software” list 
from Microsoft. They a great web site, 
a BBS and a presence on every dial-up 
service. If you can’t get these docu- 
ments, I have seen a free disk in com- 
puter stores that will inspect your ma- 
chine and tell you of any problems. 

Next month, we’ ll install. 

Steve 
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lorida Online. 


Central Florida ‘Ss Premier Internet Provider Announces \ | 


150 hours per monthly 


_ (Additional Hours only $0.50 perhour) *” 
Free Personal Home Pages! 


%* Text-Based Dial-In, 44.%o, * 
Q>? AS ’ Ne VU 

nricor * SLIP (Graphical) *4v,%g 
se) Kand PPP (Graphical) »% %%, 


Shareware / Freeware packages are available for OS/2, Winduws, Macintosh and Linux! 


, * Use Netscape to surf the World Wide Web! Do your research, 
2 shop on-line, check out the latest news from around the world, 
listen to music or chat with freinds, all on the Web! 


: * Looking for Files? Search the archives of the CICA library, log 
: directly into IBM, Microsoft and Apple, or get all the newest files 
and animations, and so much more, all free! 


* Into games and gaming? Log into one of the many game BBS' | 
or servers on the Internet! Choose your favorite game, and you 
will find there are more than just a few Tees fo go and engage 


“ae = against other adventurers! 


Owned and operated by KC4UFI (Jerry Russell), and KD4MIW (Sharon Russell). 

For more information, or to sign up, please call: 

In Brevard 6 3 5 8 3) 8 Toll-free statewide: 

ee . 1-800-676-2599 
r POW BURT TAC MATERACT ON 


Florida Online. 


ati iaceee< We wee 
Computer Show 
_....& HAM | Radio Expo 


Door 
Prizes 


4 drawings daily © 


Computer 
 elasses” 


rad | Networking 
_ be. Information Superhighway 


a te .'.’.'.€ First-time buyers workshop 


Polk County Bel 6 


Over 300 Tables! 
Hundreds of Vendors! 
Tailgate Swap Area! 
BARGAINS GALORE! He ae 


: ( ) Tickets $8.00 ($6 before 4/20) - 
‘Name Address (_) Swap Tables $30 
Ft ah 
( 


Demo Tables $35 (with power) 
City otateg.. | o4aIP Phone 


A _) Tailgate space $25 
Mail with payment to : Programming Services Expo Division Dealers note: This event is being 
4798 S. Florida #251 Lakleland, Fl 33818 (941) 647-9541 Ext. 300 ~~— extensively advertised. 


May 11 


Saturday Dito 


5 +02 Sunday 


T’was only a matter 
of time... diel eile 


Several months ago, I extolled the virtues of Internet Richey Ham 
Phone and the ease, convenience and virtual lack of costto _ 
call anywhere in the world. The only cost incurred is the talks to 
cost of your normal Internet connection. M [ R 


Philip Chien, KC4YER says that 
he made a very successful voice contact with MIR January 
10th at 08:45 UT. On the other end was flight engineer Sergi 
Avdeev. Phil says that his English is quite good and that 
they had a nice conversation with incredibly good quality 
audio with signal levels at least 5 by 8. 

KC4YER used a 5 watt handheld with a J-pole an- 
tenna. Mir was on low power too. Phil commented that it just 
goes to show that if you try enough times you'll get lucky. 
He attributes his success with the fact that it was 3:45 a.m. 
local time and he didn’t have much competition. 

-from The Link, Suncoast ARC 


Since I wrote the article, I’ve seen “hubs” springing 
up or in development that will have the ability to patch calls 
to non-internet users, especially in major locations. 

I wondered how long it would take telephone compa- 
nies to get fibrillations in their fiber optics about the en- 
croachment on their sacred turf. 

In March, the America’s Carriers 
Telecommunication Association 
(ACTA) sought a declaratory ruling, 
special relief and institution of a 
rulemaking proceeding dealing with = 
Internet telephony and with FCC regu- = 
lation of the Internet from the Federal ee (60 1) 16 eZ -60O/0 os 
Communication Commission. a th 

According to Nick Wingfield and 1106 13° Street. Pascagoula, MS 839567 


C\|net news, ACTA asked the FCC “to 
_ halt the sale of Web phones that let 


voice traffic travel over the Net”. ADI! Ht’s & Mobile Radios MFJ - Full line Vectronics Tuners 
Lurking in the shadows of the | Daiwa Amplifiers Antennas, Mobile & Base 

Internet Phone contention are the ru- Power Supplies Ameritron ProAm. 

mors of a modem tax (See Modem Tax - Duplexers RF Systems Van Gordon 

Rumor or Reality, this issue). In more Meters & Coax Switches TE Systems Valor 

ways than one, the Internet is branch- Heil Sound NYE Viking Keys Coax, ladder line 

ing into unexplored territories that in- Microphones Training Materials Hard-drawn copper wire 

fringe on privacy rights, free speech, Headsets ARRL Black Dacron line 


national security and domains of the | Kamtronics TNC’s W5YI Van Gordon Baluns 
postal service and Telcos to name a few. 


I would expect we will see the fur flying 
and asinine government attempts to 
regulate the Internet. 

The initial assault on Internet Free Shipping on Orders over $50, Discounts on phone orders 
Phone is but a harbinger of the future. 
Meanwhile, I’m gonna call my buddy in 
Hong Kong. 


We Buy & Sell Good Used Equipment—All used equipment checked out prior to sale 


We Accept Viea, Master Card or Discover Cards 
ger// Cash or Certified Check only for COD’s 


Mississippi Residents-add 7% State Sales Tax 
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Carl Houston, Jr., AFF2P 


Many of the new changes in the 
MARS program that were announced a 
few months ago are now being imple- 
mented, and others are being reviewed 
and awaiting final fine-tuning. 

According to plan, Army MARS 
is ready to handle traffic to and from 
overseas stations via many different 
gateway networks, and have had their 
plan in place for some time. MARSgrams 
from Europe are still delayed due to final 
coordination between MARS and other 
government entities. It is hoped that 
details will be finalized soon, and traffic 
could be expected from Europe, espe- 
cially during the forthcoming family holi- 
days, so all affiliate stations should be 
prepared for an influx of messages, es- 
pecially during Easter and other nation- 
ally-observed times. 

While we await a larger traffic 
load, we might wish to reflect back to 
our DOD mission: messages from sol- 
diers to their families is only ONE of our 
assigned tasks. Our Primary mission is 
(as defined in the MOD) to provide De- 
partment of Defense sponsored emer- 
gency communications on an interna- 
tional, national, and local basis as an 
addition to normal military communica- 
tions; to provide auxiliary communica- 
tions for military and civil officials dur- 
ing periods of emergency; and provide 
primary or backup communications ca- 
pability for base disaster response 
forces. 

These three important functions 
are the basic roots of our service; the 
traffic handling, training, and maintain- 
ing of a large membership of trained op- 
erators is the trunk and branches that 
must grow and flourish. To provide 
morale and welfare communications ser- 


vices is a secondary missionin order to. 


maintain operator proficiency and sys- 
tems operational readiness with the ad- 
ditional benefit of supporting our men 
and women in uniform and their families. 
In this capacity, we are only one morale 
and welfare communications service 
provider among many. 

Even in our own region, we nor- 
mally experience needs for emergency 
communications. The Region 2 Emer- 
gency Coordinator has emphasized that 
we will be tasked to conduct several ex- 
ercises per year to stay very efficient in 
our profession. 
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Force MARS Report 


SHARES exercises have, been re- 
cently conducted, with favorable results, 
and in June, Operation “GRECIAN 
FIREBOLT 96” is scheduled. This will 
be an exercise supporting an East coast 
hurricane disaster scenario. HF commu- 
nications is expected to be used signifi- 
cantly in the initial hours of operation. 
As any updated information is received, 
you will be informed on 2S1 and/or the 
adminnets. 

* * * 

The nets are still plagued with 
poor propagation at times, and tests are 
being conducted to try to find better fre- 
quencies. Those tests will be exhaus- 
tive, so an answer to the problem is not 
at hand as this article goes to press. 

An exerpt from the Tri-Services 
Chief’s Meeting a while back: 

“Standardization, non-interfer- 
ence and an optimum frequency alloca- 
tion study is required. It was agreed to 
share frequency allocation lists for re- 
view process, eliminate potential fre- 
quency duplicates between services, 
identify optimum frequency allocations 
within each service for emergency 
OPLANS, and increase emphasis to mi- 
grate away from 4 MHz frequency as- 
signments. It may be necessary to best 
accomplish this by a joint service team 
effort and that will be established if de- 
termined necessary” (Chief Collins, late 
1995). 

We can be assured that maximum 
effort is being used to try to waylay this 
problem. 

* * x 

Since CW is to be eliminated 
within the MARS program by 1 Oct °96, 
all services have agreed that some of 


‘the prosigns that have been used for 


many years will no longer be required, 
especially in the Q and Z signal 
catagories. These, also, is being re- 
viewed carefully to determine which to 
eliminate and/or to keep. All have agreed 
that some are sure to be retained, and 
those that are no longer usable will be 
phased out by the October deadline. 
* * 

The members in the following list 
are highly commended for their enthusi- 
astic participation on the networks. 

Members having more than 100 
hours (and others with over 500 hours, 
and some with over 1K) during the 


Fourth quarter, 1995 are: AFA2AC, SC 


129; AFA2AE, FL 173; AFA2AM, TN 


259; AFA2AO SC 124; AFA2BA, FL 351; 
AFA2BE, FL 113; AFA2BO, NC 188; 
AFA2BS, NC 319: AFA2BU, FL 154; 
AFA2CE, VA 177; AFA2CS, KY 144; 
AFA2CW, FL 264; AFA2DB, GA 321; 
AFA2EA, VA 735; AFA2EM, GA 135; 
AFA2ER, NC 172; AFA2EZ (AFF2TN), 


TN 160; AFA2FB, GA 604; AFA2FK, FL. 


1847, AFA2FL, TN 142; AFA2FR, FL 
542; AFA2FZ, VA 401; AFA2GR, NC 262; 
AFA2HN, NC 105; AFA2HO, FL 112; 
AFA2HR, FL 101; AFA2ID, FL 125; 
AFA2IK, WV 102; AFA2JC, TN 120; 
AFA2JE, TN 261; AFA2JF, FL 523; 
AFA2JH, NC 322; AFA2JM, FL 174; 
AFA2KH, FL 133; AFA2KS, VA 352; 
AFA2LP, FL 103; AFA2LY, TN 117; 
AFA2MF, NC 132; AFA2MN, FL 352; 
AFA2MX, VA 117; AFA2MZ, TN 105; 


AFA2NF, WV 128; AFA2NI, TN 236; - 


AFA2NS, NC 123; AFA20G, VA 139; 
AFA208S, VA 926; AFA20X (AFF2P), TN 
182; AFA2O0Y, FL 153; AFA2PA, VA 117; 
AFA2PB, VA 138; AFA2PI, GA 166; 
AFA2QG, FL 797; AFA2QP, VA 127; 
AFA2QW, NC 122; AFA2QZ, FL 128; 
AFA2RC, NC 329; AFA2SJ, FL 659; 
AFA2SN, NC 192; AFA2ST, GA 169; 
AFA2SW, KY 770; AFA2TQ, TN 271; 
AFA2TR, VA 106; AFA2TS, SC 157; 
AFA2TW, NC 155; AFA2VA, VA 658; 


AFA2VF, FL 315; AFA2WB, FL 500; | 


AFA2WD, NC 139; AFA2WJ, FL 526; 


AFA2WK, VA 140; AFA2XB, VA 169; » 


AFA2XC, VA 243; AFA2XD, FL 192; 
AFA2XL. FL 663; AFA2XO, FL 281; 


AFA2XW, GA 264; AFA2XZ, FL 151; . - 


AFA2YB, FL 121; AFA2YF, FL 265; 


AFA2YH, NC 110; AFA2YL, TN 158; 


AFA2YS, NC 196; AFA2YU, TN 171; 
AFA2ZH, TN 151; AFA2ZS, VA 1110; 
AFA2ZV, FL 562; AFA2ZW, VA 108; 
AFB2AH, NC 145; AFB2CK (AFF2N), 
TN 205; AFB2EV, AL 324; AFB2KB, FL 
971; AFB2KO, GA 127; AFB2MO, VA 
289; AFB2TC, NC 131. 

Thanks to all of the above listed 
affiliates for their hard work; it really 


makes a difference.. 
* * * 


AFF2T, Tom Taylor, Morganton, 


NC, our Region 2 Training Manager, has 


recently sucessfully completed training . 


the following stations: 

AFT2WR, BRUCE N. REAGIN, 
SPRINGHILL, FL; AFT2TH, EVANS F. 
MITCHELL, LAKELAND FL; AFT2ZC, 
DANNY W. BURDICK, ROCKLEDGE 
FL; AFT2LT, ANTHONY “TONY” 
HJELBLING, JR., CAPE CANAVERAL, 


April 1996 @ SKIP 


: 
| 


: 


FL; AFT2LK, ROBERT B. EDWARDS, 
JR., STONE MOUNTAIN, GA; AFT2RD, 
CLAUDE STEPHENSON, JR., 
FAIRFAX, VA; AFT20K, DANIEL 
BEATTY, FORT MYER, VA; AFT2PD, 
DWAYNE FRYE, SPRINGFIELD, VA; 


HAMA RADIO HEAVEN 


AFT2RB, WADE HOWELL, MEMPHIS, 


TN; AFT2QD, WILLIAM HUSSEY, AEA @ MFJ @ AMERITRON @ PRO-AM 
SUNSET BEACH, NC. 
We welcome the new members DAIWA @ JBLACK @ DIAMOND 


to Air Force MARS. If you need any 
assistance with any matter, please con- 
tact your SMD or ASMD. 

Several states also have other 
new members currently in training, and 
Tom has several pending for final exams, 
which he hopes will be completed soon. 
He also wishes to thank several stations 
who have assisted him in his training 
sessions by providing relays. during 
times of extremely bad propagation. 

to AFA2JM, Ernie, Ocala, FL and 
AFA2WJ, John, in Melbourne, FL and 
many others. 

* * * 
HIGH! — 

DISCLAIMER: This is not an of- 
ficial United States Air Force release, 
and does not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Air Force or the MARS. 


"GAINESVILLE HAMFEST 
AND COMPUTER SHOW 


SAT & SUN APRIL 27 & 28, 1996 
AT THE ALACHUA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 


Full line of AZDEN Products 
ICOM - KENWOOD -YAESU 
ARRL Publications 
Omar Antenoa & Connectors Mare 
WA8FON | N4YHM 


Set Omar Electronics Ine 


2130 Georgia Hwy. 81 Southwest 
Loganville, GA 30249 
(404) 466-3241 FAX: (404) 466-9013 
We Accept: @ VISA @ MC @ AMEX ® Discover 


SR-24 AND SR-222 - AT THE AIRPORT 
SATURDAY 8AM-4PM - SUNDAY 8AM-3PM 
ROM $5 - TAILGATE $6 - TABLES $8 
TICKETS & TABLES - CHECK & SASE TO: 
BILL WELLS K4ROP PO BOX 1397 
HIGH SPRINGS, FLA 32655 1-904-454-3105 
HAM EXAMS - ALL CLASSES - SUNDAY 10AM 
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TOWER COMPANY, INC. 


SERVING AMATEUR RADIO FOR 20 YEARS 
1639 Old Dixie Highway 
P.O, Box 2806 FS 


Vero Beach, FL 32961-2806 
(407) 567-3423 e Fax (407) 567-3432 


ELECTRONICS REPAIR 


KLM COMMUNICATIONS 
oT & 


oo * All Home Electronics aaa 


* Antiques 
* Affordable Repair 
1306 Lakeview Rd. 
Lake Wales, Fl. 33853 


(813)676-2375 


If it worked once 
It can work again ! 


KENWOOD - ICOM 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLO HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


W4PLM 


STARTEK 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33334. 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 


SHRINE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 


a unit of the ii 
Fiorida Shrine Association 


for information contact 
Gerry Skinner, K4LVZ, [ph.:(407)679-4244) 
3311 Ellwood Ct. Winter Park, Fl 32792 or 
Jerry Deutscher, KQ4UW, [ph.:(941)472-5130) or 
Hank Wells, WiTNE, [ph.:(407)727-1371) or 
join us on the Shrine Net which 
meets each Sunday @ 1:30PM on 7236KHz 


“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4wWYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: 305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.: | 642-4139 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 


Your Number One Radio Repair Center for Florida and the USAI! 


OUR 16TH YEAR 
IRCI SUPPORTS YOU AND YOUR RADIO THROUGH: 
1. Upgrade Kits for Icom, Kenwood & Yaesu radios. 
2. Authorized Kenwood Warranty Service Center. 
3 


ee Wis wen Newsletters. 
5 ee 4. IRCI User Radio Supplements for Kenwood & Icom. 
SI) 5. IRCI and Fox Tango 8 and 10 pole crystal filters. 
Cy 6. Authorized Icom Dealer. 
~~ 3804 South U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 


BROKEN RADIOS!!! ~=—»—- [407] 489-0956 FAX # [407] 464-6386 


Rent Me 
for 
Only 


BAD. 
Ahm singin fer mah dinner 
in a big empty space. 
Fer 75 bucks, 
I'll give you mah place. 


FRANK M. BUTLER, W4RH 
DIRECTOR, SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 


323 ELLIOTT ROAD, SE 
FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32548 
PHONE: (904) 244-3425 
MCI MAIL: 311-3659 


OST- 


. IRCI User Kenwood, Icom & Fox Tango Back Issue 


NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
ELECTRONIC CABLE e CONNECTORS e CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES 


12240 NE 14th Ave. 


BENJAMIN L. NEMSER 
President 


BAD. 
Ahm singin fer mah dinner 
in a big empty space. 
Fer 75 bucks, 


ive you mah place. 


FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES 
MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. 
FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 
A: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 

1994 Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 

Send request and SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 
IBOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 
Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 
Andy Clark, W4IYT - P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 33266 


+ 


COOHSHOHOHOHCSSHSTSSSSOSCHSSCSCHCSSSCSECS 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 


Come join the 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association 
Lauderhill, Florida 


For more information call: 
Jerry, WB2BEC, Pres. - (305) 741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ, VP - (305) 748-1560 
@2@0@2002000000608000 


ae 
@eeeaeeeaeoaeaeoeeaeoeeaenee 


Box 2790 RR#2 
Melrose, FL 32666 


Send for price list 


K4GIT 


RADIO ELECTRIC SUPPLY 


We Specialize In Receiving and Special Purpose Tubes 


DORTHY and DON GIES 
Owners 


904-475-1950 
Phone or Fax 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapio 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
Att MAKES 


* Specialized Design EngineeringfConstruction 
* Also Marine Electronics 


7130 North Main Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 


Guy Mallard, W6IYK . 
(904) 764-0042 


Owner - Tom Larrivee 
WA4DKG 


GMS 


164 West First Ave. ELECTRONICS Tech 904-749-2042 


Pierson, FL 32180 


FAX 904-749-3147 


800-785-6266 Sales/Service 


OUER 20 YEARS 07 SERVICE” 


CERTIFIED 


BUSINESS BUREAU, INC. 


MEMBER INVESTIGATION 
- C.B.1. EQUIFAX AGENCY 


COLLECTIONS © Over Due Dests @ Bao CHECKS 
FINANCIAL ADJUSTERS @ RENT COLLECTORS 


WA4ZMN 
NELSON ENRIQUEZ, P.I. 


Busiwess REPRESENTATIVE 
REGISTERED AGENT 


Skip TRACING 


Main OFFice: 
3446 S.W. 8 Streer Sure # 208 


Reader Dismay 
Gladwyn Barrett, W9JAH of 
Ocean Ridge, FL writes: 


I was filled with dismay on reading the article on 
page 22 in the March Issue of your excellent publication 
named Florida Skip. The article in question was written by 
D. Pike Abell, W4EPU and the very first sentence is en- 
tirely false in stating that “CW, or more specifically Morse 
code, is to Ham radio as apple pie is to America.” I would 
be willing to bet that not more than | percent of Hams has 
ever been guilty of using MORSE code. Many people con- 
fuse Morse code with International code - and the two 
codes are not the same! There are at least 10 letters, all the 
numerals and most of the punctuation that constitutes the 
Morse code which are unknown in the International and 
for anyone who has tried to learn Morse code as well as 
International code the differences are as appalling as try- 
ing to learn Phillips code. 

It has been my privilege to have served pre-W WII 
as a radio operator on the battleship USS Oklahoma and in 
those days a Radioman 2/c was expected to qualify at a 
minimum of 35 wpm in International and 20 wpm in Morse. 
We used Morse when the ship was tied up to a dock and 
connected to landline operations which used Morse code 
operators. I had the unpleasant experience of being “bro- 
ken” by a Morse landline operator who told me to send 
International, Morse or Phillips code but please send faster! 
And I thought I was doing a fine job of using his code. 
Later as a radio operator for the Illinois Police Radio Sys- 
tem, I increased my receiving speed for International code 
to 55. wpm but Morse code just faded away with non- 
usage. 


1932 and now at age of 82 years, I can still copy between 
30 and 35 wpm. My main drawback for faster speed is 
arthritic fingers and typing is much harder than when I 
was a young man. I agree with the meaning of the state- 
ments made in the article by W4EPU but if he thinks Morse 
and International code are the same thing, it is about time 
that he learns the truth about the codes. 


‘antec 
Used Ham Radio Gear 


Ham Radio is an important resource for emergency 
communications in the Caribbean. There are many hams 
but few have proper equipment. Equipment is difficult to 

get and very expensive, Willing to pay reasonable price 
for equipment and welcome donations. 
@ Antennas 


Tuners 


Cables 

2m VHF/UHF/HF 
Computers 

Please write or call: 
Ravi Ramnath, 9Y4SRR 
Palmyra Village 
San-Fernando, Trinidad WI 

Phone: 1-809-652-8880 


My amateur radio call W9JAH was obtained in April 7 


Internet Phone Free Upgrade 


* Internet Phone beta version 3:2 can be upgraded for 

FREE from our website and can be downloaded from: 
http://www.vocaltec.com/iphn32d.htm 

Upgrade now to Internet Phone version. 3.2 for FREE! 

The new features of the beta version of Internet Phone 
3.2 include: 

Enhanced Audio Quality 

Internet Phone 3.2 features a dramatic improvement 

in audio quality during conversations. The high quality au- 
dio mode can even be used on a 14.4K connection. 

Support for Internet Phone Links on the World Wide 


This version of Internet Phone lets you make calls 
to Internet Phone users from within a Web browser. Standard 
hypertext links to Internet Phone users or topics can be added 
to Web pages. When you choose such a link in a Web browser, 
the Web browser automatically runs Internet Phone, which 
starts a call to the user. Now you can create your own cus- 


tom Internet Phone phonebooks, and even add direct Internet. 


Phone links to your Home Page! 
Toolbox Mode for Internet Phone 
Another feature provided by this version of the soft- 


ware is the ability to turn the Internet Phone into a compact | 


toolbox. This allows you to easily use Internet Phone while 
using other applications, without wasting precious desktop 
space. 

Internet Phone API 

Internet Phone now supports a DDE (Dynamic Data 
Exchange) implementation. Other applications can now use 
the Internet Phone API to implement voice communication 
using the Internet Phone. Application developers that wish 
to use the Internet Phone API will need to fill out a short 
license form. 

For more information on Internet Phone beta version 
3.2, please visit our website at the following address: 

http://www.vocaltec.com/iphn32.htm 

Scott Wharton 

Product Manager, Internet Phone 

VocalTec, Inc. 

If you are having problems with Internet Phone 
software,You can check our website at http:// 
www.vocaltec.com/trouble.htm or write to our technical sup- 
port department to support@vocaltec.com for further assis- 
tance. 

-Vocaltec Internet Phone Newsletter 


CARL’S ANTENNAS 
KS4IJ 


Lakeview Hamsticks - HF, VHF, UHF 
Smiley 1/2 wave Flex, 5/8 Slim Ducks/ 


i 
THE TUNED // ANTENNA 


Carl Paulicelli 


< 
oe 
“| 973 Haas Ave. NE \\(((/)) 
Palm Bay, 2 Ave, NE) 
407-952-6849 
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MODEM TAX - 
RUMOR OR REALITY? 


If you want to comment to the FCC you must do so by 
APRIL 8. 

For several years a rumor has swept over the land 
that a tax was to befall us for using digital communications. 
Just as this rumor became accepted as an urban legend - it 
might become true. I do not understand the situation very 
well. The economics of the NII are going to be very compli- 
cated. Interconnection between competing companies is 
going to lead to zillions of obscure costs and charges at- 
tempting to balance the scales -many of which will affect 
the way we ultimately view this medium. 


If you look closely at your phone bill, you will find an 


“access charge” listed on the long distance portion. This 
charge is from the local phone company to the long dis- 
tance company for the use of local lines to originate and 
complete long distance calls. It replaces the pre-divestiture 
practice of cross-subsidizing costs - overcharging business 
and long distance calls in order to keep costs down for 
residential service. Access charges amount to a substantial 
portion of the income enjoyed by local phone companies - 
around 40% of long distance costs. 

A second type of charge is the Subscriber Line 
Charge. This charge is meant to cover the costs of keeping 
the infrastructure adequate to meet the demand and is a flat, 
per line fee. Finally, there are interconnection costs meant 
to cover the connection of one carrier to another. 

In today’s world there are two kinds of phone compa- 
nies, facilities-based and resellers. Facilities-based own 


their own infrastructure, resellers lease lines at wholesale . 


prices from the facilities based bunch. At the moment 
Internet Service Providers (ISPs) and Cable companies are 
considered Enhanced Service Providers (ESP) and not sub- 
ject to many of the regulatory requirements placed on phone 
companies. 

This “modem-tax” issue has been triggered due to 
the ability, with products such as “WebPhone”, to make 
long distance calls over the Internet. With the advent of 
the ability to verbally communicate long distance digitally, 
long distance phone companies figure they’re missing out 
on the revenue from long distance calls - analog or digital. 
And local phone companies are losing the resulting access 

tee 

America’s Carriers Telecommunication Association 
(ACTA), is a group of independent long distance compa- 
nies to serve the needs of small businesses. Its member- 
ship includes 130 companies involved in telecommunica- 
tions. Along with the LECs, ACTA is upset about the in- 
creasingly available means of bypassing the traditional 
phone system and its charges. ACTA compares the charges 
as $.22/minute long distance phone v. $.033/minute Internet. 
It has filed a petition with the FCC asking for a determina- 
tion on just what kinds of communications are permissible 
over the Internet. There are lots of kinds of communica- 
tions traveling over the Internet - voice, ASCII, binary 
attachments, MIDI, video, etc. It’s all digital. But the impli- 
cation of the ACTA filing is that digital traffic should be 
monitored and all voice bytes charged as long distance 
calls. 

Local phone companies are complaining that digital 
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communications hog bandwidth since callers are apt to stay 
on the line longer - forcing them to expand their infrastruc- 
ture. If digital long distance communications are not pro- 
viding an access fee, it becomes a matter of voice calls 
subsidizing digital calls. Reconciling this discrepancy means 
ISPs would be the logical place to require usage fees. And 
who would ultimately pay those fees, the costs of the addi- 
tional reporting + a little profit? 

Like I said - it’s complicated. Is this a matter of real 
unfairness to the phone companies - or is this the first step 
into a deregulated environment? A discussion list poster 
drew an enlightening comparison to the advent of many 
private innovations and the resistance they met from the 
entrenched interests; Edison’s incandescent lamp and the 
gaslight companies, FedEx and the post office, Walmart and 
small town America. We’ve committed to a new set of rules 
- will we be able to let go of the old ones? 

-Telecom Post #24, Computer Professionals for Social 
Responsibility (CPSR) 

Check out CPSR on Internet at: 


http://www.cpsrorg 


Silent Keys 


We regret to report the passing of the following 
Amateur Radio Operators. Please notify SKIP of silent 
keys in your area. 

W6ITB - Burton Willner, Jacksonville 

KC20U - Hans Dankerl, Apollo Beach 

K1TXJ - Woodson R..Elsey, Jacksonville 

W2FWP - Edward Flowers, Cape Coral 

N2IKX - John H. Stryker Jr, Tarpon Springs 

W3GFP - Albert J. Scoles, Lutz 

KD4CGEK - Gary E. Blake, Fort Pierce 

WB4EMM - James E. Sparks, Fort Walton Beach 

KA4HHU - Earl D. Sharar, Bradenton 

KD4HOF - Jim Richards Sr. Stuart 

KA4HXO - William C. Phillips, Miami 

WD4IKP - Ira L. Burch, Chipley 

KS4JF - Francis S. Martin Jr. Brandon 

W4)TE - Quentin R. Brewington, Inverness 

KC4JWZ - John O. Straub, Brooksville 

W4NFI - Floyd A. Hermanson, West Palm Beach 

AA4NY - Roy W. Ferguson, {Port St. Lucie 

W400KF - John P. Mullan, Leesburg 

N4PCN - Roy G. Wood, Lake City 

KD4PPL - Paul S, Urtz 

WA4SYX - Bert Shapiro, Hallandale 

N4VCH - Seth H. Matthews Jr. Tallahassee 

KE4VV - Phillip Randall, Port Charlotte 

N4WTV - Helen Byrne, Cocoa Beach 

NO4Z - I.M. Fasano, Mulberry 

K6YTQ - Bernard Curley, New Port Richey 

K8EWK - Charles S. Mooney, Nokomis 

W8KW - Arthur E. Miligan, Englewood 
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Lorraine S. Matthew, AAASPR. 


Despite moving to Arizona, 
Lorrain found she would be able to con- 
tinue with her Army MARS report. Keep 
the hot news coming Lorraine but keep 
the Arizona hot weather to yourself: 
ger// 


It gives me great pleasure to con- 
tinue to be a part of the FLORIDA SKIP 
family representing Army MARS and 
Florida ARMY MARS as well. It is with 
the deepest appreciation that I will con- 
tinue to be in close association with Bert 
Fow/AAA4FL (State MARS Director), 
. Jim Hamilton/AAT4RD (Assistant State 
MARS Director), and other FLARMARS 
personnel. 

With the coming of spring, Florida 
Army MARS members anticipate the 
coming hurricane season with renewed 
emphases on emergency training and 
techniques. Along with these elements 
of preparedness, equipment checks are 
also in order. 

Among the equipment widely 
used during power outages and emer- 
gencies are generators. Information 
from an article written by Bob Wiser/ 
KD6FXQ in WORLDRADIO Magazine 
brings attention to the problems atten- 
dant with the generators using newer 
unleaded gasolines and their storage. 
These days, that means all of the gen- 
erators currently in use. 

Mr. Wiser operates a one-year old 
generator every two months for a mini- 
mum of ten minutes. This had always 
been an acceptable procedure for keep- 
ing the generator in good operating con- 
dition. In preparation for a SET exer- 
cise, he ran the machine a week ahead 
of time to be sure of its quality. All was 


fine. One week later, nothing! At the 
repair shop, the mechanic diagnosed 
“bad gas” that caused a very rapid var- 
nish buildup on the valve stems. He 
said that the average shelf life of today’s 
automotive gas has decreased substan- 
tially because of the removal of most of 
the additives that were used to keep 
gasoline at top value. These additives 
had also caused pollution from the ex- 
haust pipes of automobiles. 

Two schools of thought have 
emerged over the storage. of generators 
— wet and dry. The users who store 
their generators with gasoline in the 
system risk the “bad gas” problems that 
Mr. Wiser had. The users who store 
their generators dry risk the destruction 
of their gas filters (foam) and/or their in- 
line cartridge filters since these dry out 
and crack. The filter particles then flow 
through the system when gasoline is 
replaced also clogging up the works. 

Many generator manufacturers 
suggest the use of a gas additive to ex- 
tend the shelf life of the gas being used 
in their generators. Mr. Wiser suggests 
that everyone check his/her owner’s 
manual and use the additive suggested 
therein. The site of an emergency is no 
place to discover that the generator is 
not going to function properly. 

In addition to having equipment 
ready and operating, Florida Army 
MARS members will be reviewing the 
EE] (Essential Elements of Information 
— EARLY Essential Information) Report 
procedures. These reports are often the 
key to effective early response by fed- 
eral agencies who share the information 
with DOMS (Director of Military Sup- 
port). Army MARS has been written 


26 


into the Federal Response Plan as a pro- 
vider of information as well as a com- 
munications asset. This makes its EEI 
role more important than it has ever been 
before. 

I received all of the FEI Reports 
from Western Area that were generated 
by the disastrous winter storm that en- 
veloped the Northwestern states. Taken 
in sequence, they form a description of 
an impending disaster, then a disaster 
in progress, then a follow-up period 
during which the emergencies had been 
met. The early ones reported black ice 
in Washington and Oregon where there 
should not have been any, water seep- 
ing out from under the ice of the Yakima 
River (indicating that the ice was rising 


and that it could easily break off and - 


form ice dams causing flooding), snow 
fall in abnormal amounts, and other early 
indicators of possible trouble coming. 
None of the sending operators knew if 
their report was significant or not. The 
important point is that they sent the re- 
ports anyway. With all of them in hand, 
the form a genuine mosaic of the emer- 
gency at hand — long before any other 
source of information was available. 
Any one missing report would aes left 
a hole in the mosaic. 

That’s what EE] is all about — 
early information. This is an area in 
which Florida Army MARS has been 
well trained. Florida Army MARS has a 
good reputation for getting the infor- 
mation out in a timely manner. It is sin- 
cerely my hope that Florida will not have 
the active summer in 1996 that was the 
norm for 1995. If 1996 is active, how- 
ever, Florida Army MARS will be — 

Proud, Professional, and Ready. 


The larger, easier to read 
map is brand new and printed in 


two colors 

The map retails for $1.00. 
Order your maps from Florida 
Skip, 672 Indian River Drive, 
Melbourne FL 32935. Please 
enclass a seid ise 
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Solar Cycle Near 
Bottom 


Despite some earlier reports that 
the current sunspot cycle had bottomed 
out, it could be another year before 
things start looking up, depending on 
which data you use. Solar prognostica- 
tor Tad Cook, KT7H, reports that solar 
activity is still very low, and “we are very 
close to the solar minimum.” The latest 
projections show 10.7-cm solar flux— 
actually a radio measurement of the 
amount of energy at that wavelength— 
reaching minimum around a year from 
now, during January and February 1997. 
Solar flux seems to correlate with den- 
sity of ionization in the ionosphere and 
consequent HF propagation. 

But other projections, based on 
direct telescopic observations of sun- 
spots, show the sunspot number reach- 
ing minimum during April through June 
of this year, and a big increase starting 
late in 1997. The sunspot number is de- 
rived by counting visible dark spots on 
the sun and factoring in their area. Last 
summer, astronomers observed what 
they believe to be the first spots of the 
new cycle on the sun’s polar regions. 
Spots shift in magnetic polarity from one 
cycle to another, Cook says, making it 
possible to differentiate the “new” 
spots from the current ones. In any case, 
just when Cycle 23 begins often is not 
“officially” determined until well after 
the event transpires. “There’s some 
overlap” between cycles, he explains. 

From Cook’s point of view, the 
solar flux is a more reliable indicator of 
how solar activity will affect HF propa- 
gation on Earth. As most hams know 


already, solar disturbances, primarily 


solar flares, can disrupt radio (and other) 
communication. “These throw out huge 
amounts of protons,” Cook explains 
about the flares. “If they’re aimed right 
at the earth, they can be very disrup- 
tive.” Among the most disturbed days 
in recent weeks was January 29, when 
the A index reached 18, and the K index 
was as high as five. Otherwise geomag- 
netic conditions were quiet over this 
period, Cook says. Solar flux should 
head down toward 70 by February 12 
and then back above the mid-70s late in 
the month. Sunspot numbers in late 
January had a mean of 13.7. 
-ARRL 
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The Best All-Round Packet TNC - 
PacComm’s PicoPacket 


Compact! 
Only 1" x 2.5" x 
3.25". An inch 
shorter than a 
pack of ciga- 
rettes. 


Powerful! Z- 
181 high inte- 
gration MPU 
with one mega- | 
byte address 
space. 


Inexpensive! 
Only US$129 
(32k RAM 
model). 


Perfect Beginner’s TNC! 
Every feature you would expect in an 
AX.25 1200 baud TNC, plus: 


On-Line HELP! Type Help and a com- 
mand name (or part of a command name) 
and receive the correct spelling, shortest 
abbreviation, default value(s), acceptable 


values, and a short explanation of its func- _ 


tion. | 
Personal Message System with all the 
state-of-the-art features: Automatic mes- 


sage addressing to your home BBS, mes- 
sage forwarding via direct or network, etc. 


APRS (Automatic Packet Reporting Sys- 
tem) compatible GPS support built-in. 
Works with either the standard single serial 
port or the optional second serial port. 


Terminal programs for both DOS and 
Windows included. 


Cables. RJ-45 serial cable with adapter to 


DE-9S. RJ-45 radio cable has real wire - ° 


solders easily to radio connectors. 


Upgradeable. EPROM and RAM are 
socketed for ease in upgrading firmware 
and increasing memory. 


Instruction manual, schematic, Quick 
Command listing, and power cord in- 
cluded. 


Optional RAM. 128k, or 512k. 


Battery Pack 
model. The case of 
the battery pack 
model fits a quick- 
change 6VDC slide- 
on/slide-off battery 
pack which allows 
continuous opera- 
tion. The Pico- 
Packet contains a 
built-in battery 
charging circuit. 


Full-time GPS port 
(2nd serial port) al- 
lows bothaGPS and § 
computer to. be at- 
tached to the Pico- 
Packet. The GPS port also provides a real- | 
time clock and 128k RAM. | 


Built-in GPS receiver. The GPS model 
has a built-in Trimble SVee6-CM3 GPS 
receiver. Total size only 2 x 2.5 x 3.25 ] 
inches. Active external GPS antenna pro- 
vided. 
Companion GPS receiver.-A Trimble 
SVee6-CM3 receiver fits in a separate case 
the same size as the Pico and attaches via 
an audio stereo cable. GPS antenna pro- | 
vided. 

Models and Prices: 
PicoPacket w/32k RAM - $129 


PicoPacket w/128k RAM - $149 


PicoPacket with 2nd serial port, 128k 
RAM, Real Time Clock - $189 


PicoPacket Batterypack model with 32k 
RAM - $189 


PicoPacket Batterypack model with 128k 
RAM - $209 

PicoPacket Batterypack model with sec- 
ond serial port, 128k, RTC - $249 


PicoPacket/GPS. Same as model directly 
above pilus internal GPS receiver and GPS 
antenna - $629 


Companion GPS receiver w/active an- 
tenna, data cable - $399 


Extra battery pack - $45 


PacComm Packet Radio Systems, Inc. 
4413 N. Hesperides St., Tampa, FL 33614-7618 


813-874-2980 
BBS: 813-874-3078 


Facsimile: 813-872-8696 
Internet: Skip@paccomm.com 
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AMATEUR & COMMERCIAL 


_ NEW & USED 
TRADES WELCOMED 
REPAIRS ON ALL BRANDS | 


LARGEST SELECTION OF USED HAMGEAR IN CENTRAL FLORIDA!!! 


¢ BUILDERS!!! WE HAVE THE LARGEST SELECTION OF PARTS IN 
THE SOUTH!!! 


TUBES 

AIR VARIABLES 
METERS 
RECTIFIERS 
TRANSFORMERS 
HARDWARE 
KNOBS 
CONNECTORS 
COAX 


e AMATEUR se 

REPEATERS BUILT § WE BUY USED 

TO ORDER EQUIPMENT 
@ PACKET RADIO CONSIGNMENTS 

SPECIALISTS WELCOME . 

bs : = ees ee Sie é 
I 
WE’VE MOVED!!! 


COME SEE US AT OUR GIGANTIC NEW LOCATION! 
1544 W. CASS ST,TAMPA,FL 33606 
(CORNER OF CASS & ROME) 


800-886-8023 
(813) 251-8023 FAX (813) 254-0530 


OR ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB AT 
http://www.flanet:com/~Idbrewer 
or soon to be: 
http://www.ldbrewer.com 
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April 1996 @ SHIP 


© mre 

Classified. 

sommercial HAMBARS Regular 
..50/Line $1.00/ Line 


3 Line minimum chg. 


3 Line minimum chg. 
Line = = appx. 60 characters or | Line = appx. 50 characters 
10 words Boxed or bold - Add $1.00 ee or 10 words 


FOR SALE - 40' crankup tower, complete with rotor, e-element _—_ Eat one live toad the first thing in the morning, and nothing 
beam - $325.00. Don, WA4WMA. 355 Victoria Dr., West Palm —_worse will happen to you the rest of the day. 


eh, FL. 33406, Eh 0 ROR SALE -KWR 2K - $165: TenTec Corsair $220.00, 
BUYING - Military surplus tube testers. Military surplustubes | Optimus Hi Speed Dubber - $40.00. Realistic MPA25 20 
and antenna tuners (300 Watt plus. Also want Collins J1,J3 or | watt PA amp -$32.00. Factory wired Heath 4552 Scope - 
51J4 Receiver. M. Levy, W4QJT, 2042 Australia Way West #8, $60.00. Broken HAL CT2100, KB2100 and monitor - $75.00, 
Clearwater, FL 34623. Ph: 813-791-4730 - Local Pick up only. Dan Laxson, W4DL. Ph: 687-3956. Call 


WANTED - Collins 75A3 in good working condition. E. Shafer, pen MAIC ee 
3479 Kersdale Rd., Pepper Pike, Ohio 44124. Ph: 216-831-9198 FOR SALE - Tower, Tri-Ex Model LM-354E. 54 ft. tower, 
oo 4s . 2. RCB-S4LT base, TA-54L tilt unit, 10 ft. mast, accessories, 
les aebtire ee se If you put the wrong figure in it, brand new and crated. Cost $2500 - Sell - $1800.00. John, 
re WAR Ph: 409:080-1028 
FOR SALE - Hamtronics 2m Repeater - $250.00. Homemade 6 | 
cavity copper duplexer - $125.00. Cushcraft A4 20-15-10 meter.  FORSALE - Tubes, sockets, teleprinter parts. Send SASE 


beam - for list “R” and “T’. WANTED TO BUY - All kinds of 
eae Py, ae eenea UBL. unused, boxed tubes, and MS (military connectors). 


Typetronics, PO Box 8873, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 333 10-8873. 
Fred Schmidt, N4TT. Ph: 954-583-1340. FAX: 954-583-0777 


FOR Bae. 4-clement QUAD - by Lightning Bolt. 10/15/20 
meters on a 24-foot boom. 1 year old. Original over $700; sac- 
rifice for $300.00. Bob, WS4R, 1087 Avocet Rd., Delray Beach, 
FL 33444. Ph: 407-272-1324 


FOR SALE - Alpha 76A linear. Excellent condition, FB pair 
8874 tubes - $550.00 or best offer plus UPS shipping. 40 ft. E-Z 
WAY tower, crank-down/tilt over. HyGain THS beam, Ham I'V 
rotor, FB condition - $500.00 all or will separate. Neil Spencer, 
W4PC, 4665 75th Ave. North, Pinellas Park, FL 34665. Ph: 813- 
546-8711 


WANTED - Collins 75A3, 75A4, 3253A, 7553 B/C, DL-1, speak- 
ers, KWMIIA, KWM-1, 516F2, mechanical filters, clippers, 
noise blankers, Good Prices Paid. Call anytime. John, W2LEC, 
5795 La Paseos Dr., Greenacres FL 33463. Ph: 407-439-0711 


I’M HOOKED ON 
CAME ARS | 


es ould bo sobuad SK 
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Florida Hamfest Update - March, 1996 
Complled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


DATE LOCATION NOTES 
FREE! At Motorola East Parking Lot 
University & Sunrise Blvd 
Talk-in on 146.790 
INFO: Robin, N4HHP (954) 583-3625 
Apr 20 Miami FREE! At Univ. of Miami 
(7 a.m. to 11 a.m. only) Parking lot 102 on San Amaro 
Talk-in on 146.865 
INFO: Bill, WA4TEJ (305) 532-2302 
Gainesville Alachua County Fairgrounds 
SR 24 & SR 222 
Talk-in on 146.820 
INFO: Bill, K4RDP (904) 454-3105 
Jacksonville Prime Osborne Convention Ctr 
South Lee & West Bay St 
Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO: Billy, N4UF (904) 350-9193 
Melbourne Melbourne Auditorium 
625 Hibiscus Blvd. 
Talk-in on 146.850 
INFO: Allen, N4PTM (407) 773-9658 
FREE! At Motorola East Parking Lot 
University & Sunrise Blvd 
Talk-in on 146,790 
INFO: Robin, N4HHP (954) 583-3625 
New Port Richey Recreational Center on 
(Sunday only), Van Buren Ave. 
Talk-in on 145.35 & 147.15 
INFO: Ron, NSEE (813) 376-6575 
Bradford County Fairgrounds 
U.S. 301 north of SR 100 
Talk-in on 145.150 
INFO: Dan, K4RVD (904) 475-2695 
West Palm Beach Expo Center @ South FL 


Apr 6 Sunrise 
(Rain Date Apr 13) 


Apr 27/28 


Aug 3/4 


Sept 7/8 


Sept 14 Sunrise 
(Rain Date Sept 28) 


Sept 22 | 


Oct 19 Starke 


Oct 19/20 
Fairgrounds 
SR 80 just east of U.S. 441 
Talk-in on 147.165 
INFO: Hal, N4UIT (407) 439-0805 

E. Lake Chamber of Commerce Bldg 
SR 437 (Plymouth-Sorrento 


Nov 2 Sorrento 
(New Location, E. of Mt Dora) 
Rd) 
Talk-in on 147.255 
INFO: Tony, KE4NLG = (352) 360-1380 
Florida Expo Park 
l-4 & US 301 
Talk-in on 146.940 
INFO: Jean Endicot (813) 525-5178 
Okeechobee Agriculture Center Bldg 
on US 441 1,5 mi north of SR 70 
Talk-in on 147.195 
INFO: Al, AD4RZ (813) 467-0516 
Booster Stadium ; 
N 36th Ave 1 mile N of SR 40 
Talk-in on 146.970 
INFO: Mario, N4&TSV 


Nov 23/24 


Tampa 


(352) 245-9514 


30 


FL Sports Hall of Fame 
1-75 exit 82 to US 90 west 
Talk-in on 145.490 
INFO: Colen, WASRKR (904) 755-7969 


14 Lake City 


City of Palms Hamfest 
Fort Myers Shriners Mosque 
2010 Hanson St, 1 bl east of US 41 
Talk-in on 147.345 
INFO: Dale, KD4UAD = (813) 275-8360 
Sarasota Robards Sports Arena 
3000 Fruitville Rd 
Talk-in on 146.910 & 444.925 
INFO: Sam, KE4BXF (813) 922-4591 
Crystal River Crystal River Armory 
Talk-on on 146.955 
INFO: Bill, KO4ZA (904) 382-5755 
Pinellas Park — Benefit Boy’s & Girl’s Club 
7790 61st St North 
Talk-in on 147.060 
INFO: Mike, KC4TEX (813) 823-4251 
Dade County Expo Center 
SW 112th Ave & Coral Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 or 146.925 
INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR = (305) 642-4139 
Desoto County Fairgrounds 
US 17, 1/2 mi south of SR 70 
Talk-in on 147.075 
INFO: Doug, KN4YT = (813) 494-5070 
Bayfront Municiple Auditorium 
Talk-in on 146.760 & 444.925 
INFO: Bill, WA4YRN (904) 476-8537 
Central Florida Fairgrounds 
4300 W. Colonial Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO: Ken, KD4JQR = (407) 961-2465 
Brooksville Hernando County Fairgrounds 


Talk-in on 146.715 
INFO: Glenn, AC4QH = (904) 799-6755 


HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN 
EARLY! 
PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND 
WHO TO CALL FOR INFO! 


Fort Myers 


Pensacola 


15/16 Orlando 


Feb 22 


Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL Army MARS Call: 
AAT4RV 
Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe 
Sound, FL. 33455 
E-Mail: bill.britton@jbs.com 
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Florida Skip Bookstop 


SHIPPING AND HANDLING 


INFORMATION 

Shipping and handling is $2 for the first item, $1 for each us 

additional item, except where noted. Books are shipped Yili Oe 
via book rate mail. For UPS delivery (US only) add $3 My NEMA AAS , 


and be sure to include a street address (UPS cannot 
deliver to post office boxes. Foreign orders are normally 
sent via surface mail which takes 8-10 weeks. Ifyou wish 
airmail delivery add $8 to your order. 


Si iF 
Ye 


(ite 82-6993 (local) -1-800-42 gU4 ys 
ORDER FORM LIE G 


Name lst SR SEs aati a et eC Florida Skip Books 
- Address c/o Gerry Wentz/Editor 
i ; ae 672 Indian River Drive 
ie ee Melbourne, FL 32935 


Total Payment Enclosed 


oar SKIP ni 
] \\ 672 Indian River Dr. ame j 
| = * Melbourne, FL : 4 
i As Sf 32935 Callsign E 
| O New j 
| O- Renewal Address l 
| O - Change Information ; i 
f ? City i 
Io rs $23.00" = State u 
1 QO Vodits SSAGn ede ks a 8 i 
| ‘Foreign subscrit tions add ‘ak a Zipcode ___ i 
STZ. OO ApS Or oR rie i aie Seen aw eh 7h Ge aoa onal sth ty i 
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PhS RAPP ay a 


SKIP ¢ April 1996 ase 31 


DAYS HAMFEST 


pril 
5/6 


5/6/7 Garden Cty 


6 


12/13 Co. ARCs 


13 
‘13 
13 


13/14 Computer Show 


14 


20/21 Birmingham St Conv 
20/21 ComputerShow 
27/28 Computer Fair 


28 
ay 
4/5 


12 


Upcoming Eastern United States Hamfests & Computer Shows 


LOCATION 


Albertville, AL 
Augusta, GA 
Aiken, SC 
Tupelo, MS 


Marshall Co. ARC 
Aiken Contest Club 
Hamfest 


Joplin ARC 
Jackson Co ARC 


Joplin, MO 
Jackson, OH 
Nashville, TN 
RARS Ham/Computer Raleigh, NC 
Birmingham, AL 
Atlanta, GA 
Louisville, KY 
Athens Co ARA Athens, OH 
Computer Show 
Blue Ridge ARS 
PHD ARA Hamfest 
Computer Show 
Medina 2m gp 


Dalton, GA 
Greenville, SC 
Kansas City, MO 
Akron, OH 
Medina, OH 


17/18/19Dayton Hamvention Dayton, OH 


26 


20/9 ARC Hamfest Canfield, OH 


Bowling Green, KY 


CONTACT ADDR 
Buddy Smith PO Box 2811 
Moses 
Doug 
Jack Ellis Rt. 4, Box 198-B 
Leon Garrett 2901 Smallhouse Rd. 
Andy Gabbert 
Dan Moore 
Computer Show 
Rollin Ransom 
James Pilman 
Computer Show 
Mark Hanslip 
Drew McDaniel 


Computer Show 
Jeff 

Chuck Miller 
Peter Trapp 
Robert Rmaniello 
Ken Allen 

Don Stoddard 


Box 1446 


1421 Parks Vill Rd. 


CITY PHONE 


"205-593-2516 
- 706-793-7828 


Albertville, AL 35950 


803-648-4754. 


Tupelo, MS 38801 601-842-7255 


Bowling Green, KY 42104 502-842-5307 — 


_ 417-673-8371 
614-286-6870 
770-907-6225 
919-269-4406 
205-970-0737 
770-907-6225 
913-263-3378 
614-592-2106 


770-907-6225 
864-967-3284 
816-781-7313 
607-369-2796 
216-722-6019 
Dayton, OH 45401-1446 513-276-6930 
216-793-7072 


Zebulon, NC 27597. 


Ed. Note: To prevent confusion, SKIP is only printing confirmed hamfests & computer shows. 
Information from numerous sources is often conflicting and based on previous year. 
Florida Hamfests are accurate and printed elsewhere. 


Please notify SKIP of confirmed shows. 


INFORMATIO =~ 
HAS ARRIVED 


672 Indian River Dr. 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


BULKRATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 


PAID 


ADDRESS 
N'MAIL 


